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“Avsrrartan IMPERIAL Force: TRANSFER 

or Recruits For Trarnina Purposzs: 

Pay—Crrizen Forces: Pay anp TEcu- 
NICAL TRAINING OF TRAINEES. 


~ Motion (by Mr. Warr) proposed— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.15].— 

I desire to bring under the notice of the 
Minister representing the Minister for De- 

- fence a practice that has been adopted by 
the military authorities of bringing re- 
cruits from New South Wales to Victoria 
for training purposes. I had occasion to 
bring the matter under the notice of the 
House about sixteen months ago, and 

_ there was then some little improvement 
effected; but the Defence Department are 
again drifting back to the old method. 
It is unfair to the lads who enlist in New 

_ South Wales to drag them to Seymour to 
_ be trained. I would not complain if there 
- was any good or sufficient reason to ad- 
vance for this action, but I am assured by 
the recruits that they get no drill that 
_ they could not secure in their own State. 
_ This system causes a good deal of dissatis- 
faction, which does not tend to help re- 

- eruiting. On the last occasion on which 
I brought the matter forward, mothers 
. who had come all the way from New 
South Wales to Melbourne to see their 
sons before they embarked, called to see 
me. To-day I find that the same practice 
is followed as much as ever. The 
New South Wales recruit runs a very great 
risk when he is brought to Victoria and is 
kept here for several months for training 
_ purposes. The climate of New South Wales 
is much warmer, and there is Iess rainfall 
in that State. At Seymour the rainfall is 
_ fairly constant, and there are different 
samples of climate every day. The result 
is that lads from New South Wales con- 
tract colds, and probably pneumonia and 
lee other complaints. The people over there 
_ get to hear about these things, and when 
they realize that there is a chance 
of lads having to leave New South 
Ww ales and come to Victoria for train- 
. zee it | recruiting. - Parents 


el 
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‘other State. 
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own State 
barkjact Pinos OF great 
soldier to remain 

State when he is undergoing his train- 
ing, because there he is 


own people and his own friends, and 


when he gets leave at the week-end he can 

return to his home and see his parents or 
his wife and family. I have heard several .- 
- complaints on this score. 
New South Wales has pointed out that he 
has to be back in Melbourne on the Mon- © 
Leaving on the Friday night he 
gets to his home at 6.30 p.m. on Saturday _ 
night, and he must leave on his return 


tle 


A recruit from 


day. 


at 2.30 on the following afternoon. 


They. ses that the oa a al 
should be permitted to remain in their 
until they have to ém- — 
advantage aa 
in his. owns. 


among his 


is not back in Victoria on the Monday — fe 


he is fined. 


In the case of another re- — > 
cruitefrom Maitland, he gets to his home 
at 8 o'clock on the ‘Saturday night, and 


he has to leave on his return at lunch 


time the following day. There is no good 
reason why men who enlist in one State 
should be dragged to another for the pur- 
pose of being trained. 
ary Minister what justification there is for 


this practice that is now growing up 


ae The Government should instruct 
the military authorities that men who en- 


I ask the Honor- 


list should be trained in their own State 


until they embark, unless some good rea-~ 


son is advanced for taking them into an- 


If there is any special rea- 
son, of course, we, must give weight to it, 
but, in the absence of any such special 
reason, I can see no justification for the 
practice that is followed. It is a great _ 


injustice to the parents of the recruits _ 


ac 


and to the soldiers themselves. 
Mr. 


MAHONY (Dalley) [10.22]:—I 


wish to bring under the notice of the as 


Honorary Minister the case of a num- 


ber of apprentices at the naval establish- 


ment at Garden Island. These boys were 
called out for a compulsory parade on 
Anzac Day for the purpose of stimulating _ 


recruiting. On previous occasions when 


they were called out for a compulsory gene 
parade they received a day’s pay, but on- — 
this particular day, when one of the most _ 


glorious things every member of the com- 


munity could do was to stimulate recruit- — 
ing, the Government stopped the pay of 
It amounted to 1s. 8d. per day. 


these boys. 
I am referring to the Naval Workyards 
at Garden Island, Sydney. 


There are | 


Adee 


only about helt a dnach boys” “eon! 
 eerned, and the expenditure involved in 
‘ “making the alteration which I suggesti 
would certainly not strain the financial 
resources of the Commonwealth. Indeed, 
the matter is such a paltry one that I do 
not suppose the Minister has any know- 
ledge of it. These boys certainly ought 
not to be penalized when. called “out on 
a PneOry., paraaes ‘for the purpose of 
stimulating recruiting. I may also men- 
tion that these workyards were taken over 
by the Commonwealth from the Imperial 
authorities. In the days when they were 
under the direct control of the Admiralty 
the apprentices employed there were 
privileged to attend technical classes at 
night-time, and to permit of them doing 
this they were allowed to catch an earlier 
boat from the island to the mainland—a 
-boat which left at 420 pm. This 
privilege has now been withdrawn, 
and they are compelled to wait for 
a boat fill. about, 5.15 pm. They 
have then to go home, and effect a change 
of dress, by which time it is too late for 
them to reach the technical schools to re- 
‘sume their duties. The country is thus 
being deprived of a distinct: benefit, inas- 
much as these apprentices were gaining 
technical knowledge, and fitting them- 
selves to become skilled tradesmen. 
Mr. Wesster.—How long has 
| change been effected ? 


Mr. MAHONY. —Since the pee 
Government took office. I hope the Min- 
ister will see justice is done in these mat- 
Mr. WEST (Hast Sydney) [10.27].—I 
2 dee to support, the remarks of the hon- 
- orable member for Hunter in regard to 
the granting of leave of absence to re- 
_ eruits who hail from New South Wales. 
I placed myself in communication with 
_ the Defence Department upon this sub- 
ject, but. the replies which I received were 
very evasive. 
_ Mr. Groom.—Has the honorable mem- 
A ber a reply with him ? 


_ Mr. WEST.—Yes. The mothers of Ens 
lads feel that the weeks prior to their em- 
' barkation they might reasonably be kept 
_ in training in the State to which they be- 
_long. I know that it is idle to appeal to 
_ the military authorities on this question 
because there is none of the milk of human 
_ kindness in them. The small concession 
for which I ask would exert a he and 
beneficial effect on sald ct | 


® 


the 


(REPRESENTATIVES 


is Lobetl is that the training 


also to _poin out ¢ 


cruited in Sydney, and is | 
toria for the purpose = ‘ 
four months must elaps . 
granted leave. of absence | 
to revisit. his home, 


Parkauient if. She Sicovotee to eeeee 
cruits within their own particular State, 
and to afford them an opportunity to see 
their parents as often as nigel while 
they are being trained. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Honor 
ary Minister) [10.31].—I am advised tha 
men are not sent into training cam] 3 out 
side their own State unless there is s 
good and valid reason for doing so. 

Mr. Wezst.—The_ corre does. 
oa ee that. 


ber for Hinks. cee ae he nonce 
ber for East Sydney, and shall make 
ther inquiries; but I am informed that re 
cruits are not unnecessarily taken ou 
the State in which they enlist. There 
advantage to be gained by doing so. — 
shall be car : 


arms to be trained, resard must be n d to 
efficiency, and the men must be sent where 
the most effective training can wba 


is the See eee has 
some of them are occasionally 


sary, ae 


said, 


enlisted. The Minister, however, 
thizes with the view that as far as 


State, and ee as close as — 
own homes. . 


nee fore” 


Mr. GROOM. _While such as 
might have been made by an. 
officer, it is not to be taken a 
ing the attitude of the kee 


general 
The beet rea ae | 
3 clings a am 


ferred, and shall, as desired, bring ‘before 

the Minister the two cases he has men- 

a tioned. The honorable member for South 

Sydney referred this afternoon to a regula- 

tion which he said had only recently come 

Into operation, and which deals with the 

» question of forfeiture of pay. ‘The posi- 

tion is that soldiers while abroad may 

commit certain offences, for which they 

are punished by deductions being made 

_from their pay, and that m some cases 

where such men have subsequently lost 

_ their lives it has been found, when the 

settlement of their affairs has taken place, 

that deductions have to be made in respect 

of such penalties. JT understand that the 

procedure is not a new one, but results 

from the Defence Act, which provides for 

_ forfeiture of pay im certain cases. <A 

modification of the régulaticn has been 

made, but solely with the object of bring- 

ing it into conformity with the Act. I 

shall, however, bring the matter under the 
motice of the Minister. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 10.35 p.m. 


Senate. 


Friday, 27 July, 1917. 


‘The Presipent took the- chiar’ at if 
-a.m., and read prayers. 


- PASSPORTS TO WOMEN. 
Senator McDOUGALL. — Has 
~ Leader of the Senate any information m 
reference to the question I asked recently 
x regarding the issue of passports-to ladies? | 
. Senator MILLEN.—1I have ~ received 
from the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories a statement, which reads as fol- 
* lows -— . 

T have read Senator MecDougall’s ERT in 
the Senate yesterday regarding the issue of 
Bs - passports to women, ane am in receipt of the 
~ letter from Mrs. Freeman which you  fer- 
warded. In that letter, Mrs. Freeman makes 
- eertain statements which were not before the 


Department when her application was pre- 
viously under consideration. The papers at 


specially urgent reasons for an exception being 
D ae +. the sale which prohibits 


the | 


tion is that there is a 
the issue of passports, 


that time disclosed no facts amounting to 


(except in 


Women. — 


ie 


cases showing exceptional strong reasons, such 


as of health, or urgent domestic necessity) the 


travelling of women through the danger zone; 


but the ‘assertions now put forward are such gee 
that I: have decided to give consideration to 


the new facts stated. The officers in Sydney — 
will be instructed to make inquiries, and I shail 
apprise Senator McDougall so soon as I have 
considered their report. — : 


With regard to the honorable senator’s re- 
marks generally, it is ineorrect to say that 
ladies are permitted to visit Great Britain for 
pleasure purposes. All cases of ladies who, 
from- their application appear to, or who may, 
have special justification for visiting Great 


“Britain at the present time, are submitted to — 


me personally, and have been the subject of 


very close and anxious consideration og my 


part. But you can assure the honorable sena- 
tor that no, dis 
between classes of people, and certainly no 
passports have been granted when the object — 


of the visit was believed to be mere travelling ee 


for pleasure. 


The case of Mrs. Holman, to io special ; < 


allusion is made by the honorable senator, 


affords no illustration of a departure from our 


rules. The facts are: Mrs. Holman applied 
for a passport to Great Britain; her applica-— 
tion was strongly pressed, but, in view of the > 
Secretary of State’s instructions referred to, 
I declined to authorize the issue of a passport 
to England. At that time there were no re- 
strictions on women travelling to Ceylon, and 


_when a request was made to me to issue pass- 


ports to Mrs. Holman and her sister for 
Colombo, I saw no reason why they should net 
be granted, The responsibility for the exten- 
sion of her passport beyond Ceylon does not 
rest with this Government. 


Senator KEATING.—Arising out of 
the reply, I wish to ask the Vice-Presi- 


dent of the Executive Council if there: 
was any foundation whatever for the sug- 


gestions, if I may so call them, which were 


made when Senator McDougall raised this — 
matter, as to a differentiation in the case 


_ of the wives of certain gentlemen in Aus- 


tralia? 


Senator MILLEN. — There is 1 
ground for the suggestions. The posi- 
rohibition against 

except in very 
special circumstances, to ladies wishing 
to travel through the dang ger zone. There 
1s no prohibition against ladies going to 
Ceylon. Mrs. Holman a pplied for a pass- 
port to Colombo, which was granted to 
ber, as it would ‘be to anybedy else who 
applied. That was not one of the prohi- 
bited places, and any woman is entitled 
to put ina similar application. 


Senator McDoucars.—No ladies are 
given passports in London. 


crimination whatever was made 


HOLES 
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“WHEAT STORAGE BILL. 


fs Szconp Reape. ek : 
oDebae resumed from 26th July Coule ney 


: reaped, - ai sert te ta Ree : 
; pees FO aoe See BONS alee Rae a Senator Suton. . & 
one - tralia, ee 


- Phat this Bill be now read a second time a 


‘Senator SHANNON (South Aus- 
tralia) [11.5|—In moving the second 
reading of this Bill yesterday, the Hon- wheat crop of ee ae hee ar 8 


orary Minister gave to the Senate the gress of being harvested. I predict that 


assurance that it is not to be considered if this Bill should be passed. hroug all 
as the first instalment of the bulk handling — ;,, stages here to- o-day, a omy ow of the 


system. Having had that assurance, Le 

~ wish to know whether he is of the opinion 
that the States are going to continue the 
Pool system when we have returned to 
‘normal times in Austrtlia? But, whether 
he is of that opinion or not, T predict 
that when Australia does return to her 
normal conditions, the wheat pool will 
be a thing of the past. 

Senator Russrrit.—I hardly think hint 
that statement represents what I said. 
What I said was that it would be possible 
to adapt this storage system to bulk 
handling, but that it- 2did. not compel the 
eee to adopt bulk handling. : 

Senator SHANNON.—Does the Mine repeat, be nothing short ee a s 
ister say that this Bill is not to be con- 'Thorefore. the stacks now in existen 

- gidered as the first instalment of bulk lee “hulk Oh che osetia ‘already bi 
handling? . 
Senator Russerr.—Of course it 
‘That systeu® could be adopted, but it: 1 AON den Gitte op ‘not. 
oo SEL on the part of any State Go custo, eon nasties . 
0 adopt 1 o 

Senator SHANNON Then it will be Somsle to decide is this: Under meus 
advisable for those States to which bulk oS ._ ons 
handling will not be advantageous, not to 4}, Honorary Minister quoted 
have any silos built, for this all-sufficient j.5 Jess an authority than hea 
reason, that, in any State where bulk yfinister of Gepida oF do ners 
handing will not be in existence under : 
normal conditions, the silos would be ab- 

be solutely vacant or not in use. That is 
the point which I wish to submit to the authority of their own eyes. 
ae most emphatically. examine the wheat stacks” and ju 
3 - Weare asked to approve of the 65 pondi- themselves. _ 
Md itd of £2,850,000 on the erection of silos — 
which, in ten years’ time, will be -prac- 
tically lying idle. If that is likely to be 
the case, I suggest that the Senate ought ~ 
to think, not twice, but even thrice, before 
eat sanctions the expenditure of such a 
large sum, just to stand the chance of 
lying idle in the course of ten years. _ 


pant sO 


one grain of the wheat which ia) an 
stacked. Why? Because a lar 
of that wheat will have been in st 
two years, and the greater porti 
been stacked for one year. We a 
that, after wheat has been in™ stack f 
two years, it more or less deterior: es in 
value. To put old wheat into” pee ilo 


sold to the Imperial Governmer t—¥ vi] a 
- have to remain where they are g 


stacks as it could be in. silos ? - 


for one moment the opinion of th 
rity as to what may be done i 
IT ask honorable senators to 


- deace a conf 
We are told, also, that the silos are to day, he said— 


‘be constructed ‘for the purpose of preserv-_ 
PE ine pie sold to the cron Go- 


+ 


one-tenth oS cent, that wan noe of 
.q. condition. | Williamstown, there was 
- not a bag in 
- Seven million b ere stacked at Brooklyn, 
‘and they had got the wheat at the seaboard 
except: 1,000 ,000 bags. 
Need we go to the Prime Minister of 
Canada, or anywhere else, for information 
on this question, when it is here at our 
own door? Within six hours, any honor- 
_ able senator can investigate wheat stacked 
in Australia, and see the condition it is 
in after the eoreration of nearly two 
years. 


__ Senator Russprr.—Surely you realize 
that wheat two years old is in danger of 
developing weevil? How do you propose 


to prevent or cure that? — 
Senator SHANNON.—If I thought 


th ning ET eae a ae 1h Bene of 


for a moment that the expenditure of this 
sum of £2,580,000 would save Australia 


from the weevil likely to attack this old 
wheat after being in stack for two years, 
I would not have a word to say against 
the proposal. But, let me remind the 
- Honorary Minister again that not one 


- grain of the wheat in the stacks would 


find its way into a silo. It would be sheer 
madness to put old wheat into a silo. 
Why? No authority can say when weevil 
- will attack wheat in stack. You cannot 
smother weevil. You can attack wheat 


which is likely to be infected with weevil." 


You can put old wheat into a bottle and 
seal the bottle, and still weevil will make 
its appearance. 

Senator Russert.—You are absolutely 
- wrong. 
- Senator SHANNON,—I am absolutely 
right. This point has been decided more 
than once in South Australia. I have 
geen there a sample of wheat which had 
~ eome from England in a bottle. It was 
held in an office where I have the privilege 
of presiding now and again. The wheat 
was put in the bottle for six months; the 
_ bottle was corked and sealed; but any time 
the bottle was shaken, weevil in abundance 
~ eould be seen. herctore, what is the 
ge use of the ‘Honorary ees talking 
ae about stifling weevil? 
= _ Senator aS —Has that been equanyied 


oe senator what T eines is an abso- 
ite eau. ee 2 cannot believe what I pave 


ondition, and no mice, . 


> Bill 


in some districts there are wheats oie tote 
if put in normal condition in a bottle and “ 
sealed, weevil will make its appearance in — 
the bottle. Irrespective of what the Hon- | 
orary Minister has said, this can easily — 
be put to a test at any time he likes. He 

must recognise that, if wheat stacks two: 

years old are likely to be attacked with — 
weevil, it will be a thousand times better — 
for the wheat to remain in stack than to 
be put into a silo. Why? Because, if — 
the stacks are attacked by weevil, then, - 
in the breaking down -of the stacks, the — 
weevily portion can be dealt with sepa-— 
rately, and the other wheat can be dealt — 
with on its own; whereas, if the old wheat 
is placed in silos, and has to be aerated, 
as the Minister explained yesterday, I — 
venture this opinion that, if the wheat is _ 
attacked by weevil in the silos, the second 
state of the wheat will be a long way ~ 
worse than its first state. By the re- 
volving of weevily wheat through a silo, 
not only would you have one corner - 
weevily, but you would have 
throughout the silo. No one recognising 
these facts would think of putting the old — 
wheat into the silos. : 


Mr. Hagelthorn has told us, and, in- — 
deed, we can see for ourselves, what is 
going on in connexion with our wheat 
stacks. Wheat can be stored in bags and 
preserved for a lengthened period, so long — 
as they are protected from the weather. I 
venture the opinion that if it had not been — 
for the mice plague we should have seen, 
nothing of this Bill, The Assistant Min- — 
ister does not deny that statement. I tell — 


‘the honorable senator that, before the 2 


ink of the signature of the Governor- : 
General assenting to this measure is dry, — 
the mice plague of 1917 will be a thing ~ 
of the ‘past. 
that Australia has been visited by a mice — 
plague. Twenty-three or twenty-four 
years ago we suffered from such a 
plague. The mice were so bad at that — 
time that they were even eating live Pigs Z 
in their sties. 

Senator Barxer.—I — should have 
thought that the pigs ate the mice. 

Senator SHANNON.—The mice were — 
in such numbers at that time that they 
attacked pigs in their sties. Once that — 
plague disappeared there were no mice to 
be seen for quite a number of years. I 


t believe ae when the ua ee has 


weevil — 


This is not the first time 


Wheat Storage 


the mice plague for a number of years to 
come. 
some people in South. Australia, being 


under the impression that there would be— 


a regular recurrence of the plague, had 


their sheds protected by the erection of 
mouse-proof fencing. This was simply. 
done by putting up plain iron fences — 
around the bottom of the sheds. 
made the sheds absolutely mice proof, As 
there was no reappearance of the plague 
the fences were =e in order only for a. 
few years, and most of them were noti in 
a condition of repair when the plague re-. 
appeared this year. 
of the Australian people. 


We have had experience of many © 
droughts in Australia, : 
one overtakes us we say that we 
shall be able to combat a drought should 
one overtake us again. Our experience, 
however, has been that, when «a. 
drought does overtake us, we are just as 
unready as ever to deal with it. Perhaps 
‘it is just as well that our people should 
_be so forgetful of these things, as other- 
wise they would be in trouble all their 
lives. Before I left South Australia on 
the last oceasion, to attend the Senate, I 
met a gentleman who is a resident of one 
of the mice-infested districts of the State, 

and he gave me his assurance that there 
is now not a mouse to be seen in the dis-— 

trict. This is a sign of the disappearance 
-of the present plague. It is not remark- 
able that the mice plague should have 
eaused greater ravages to our wheat than 
upon any previous occasion, because this 
_ year we have had greater stacks of wheat 
for the mice to work upon. This is no 
reason why the Government should intro- 
duce panic legislation involving the expen- 
diture of £2.850,000 for silos to protect 
wheat against the ravages of mice. This 
is asking intelligent men to do an unrea- 
sonable thing. Let me tell honorable 
- senators that much of the damage that 
has been caused tio our wheat, as a re- 
sult of the mice plague, is due to the fact 
that cur wheat has been protected from 
the weather by roofing ‘nailed to the stacks, 
and not by roofs independent of the stacks 
themselves. Under the system of roofing 
which has been adopted as soon as the 
-anice attacks the stacks they take away tl the 
taeoeae of. the’ Psat 


i me course Peale will be a, oi 4 


When the first plague occurred 


This” 


of the weevil than from ‘the. 
This is characteristic 


and when 


pee stacks sagging — 


because of the r ages of 
the roofs to sag, and so.make 
which, in wet weather, ru “the wa 
the wheat. L 
save the wheat as much as possible is, 
therefore, to immediately remove the roof 
of a stack which has been attacked by the 
mice. If the stacks had been protected 
by the erection of independent roofing 
the damage done by the mice Bc hav 
been Gnimportamt. ~~ = 


I agree with the Assia Minister 
that there is much greater danger 
to Australian wheat from the r eS 


 eeibte to pHaneee damage i weevil by 
ie oe of silos. ie Bb t 


Soe into His dies. Let me ronan a 
orable senators that if the ravages of t 
mice had not py SO serious as es : 


eife red eat, a mice Bleue Gn a te 
who have control of the wheat, wo 
been responsible- for the whole f£ 
ee As it has. been pa = oS 


ee Thies Csinacnwenn 
ment now propose to come to Ss | 


that sum hy the erection oe shsltews $ aK 
with roofs independent of the stack 
oe sheds would be all that woul 


for all eee 

Senator Russery.—The. apeni 
never aecepted - pe cam! for — 
ice twelve months. 


and the agents would ‘be respon 
ue ase to that wheat if ee 


mice plague. 
Senator Russen. —Over t per cer 

damage done by mice — As de Jared 

due 40 the plagué. (0 3.) ae 
Senator SHANNON.— Until Aus 

has declared in favor 

Sele es of wheat th > Sent 


puil ding of the proposed 


rst mea- 
- sure help the ethane bie 

_ Senator SHANNON.—We: may not 
- decide to adopt the bulk-handling system 


: ‘silos on our hands. 


Ve om, and should the wheat pool not 
~eontinue in normal times, we shall have 
_ these silos on our hands. ‘We should first 
consider whether Australia is to be com- 
mitted to the bulk-handling system. 
Senator Russsett.— What is the honor- 
able senator’s definition of Australia? 
- Senator SHANNON.—TI speak of the 
six States of “Australia. 
Senator Russsrx.—A majority of four 
have declared for it, and the other two 
are indifferent because they have not much 
wheat. . 5; 
Senator SHANNON.-—The represen- 
tatives of one of the four States declaring 
for it went off at half-cock. They were 
opposed to the opinion of their own 
Government, who have refused to 
approve of the system. When it is 
shown to be possible and practicable 
_ to ship wheat from Australia in bulk to 
any port, it will be time enough for us 
to talk of adopting the bulk-handling 
system. The Government should try to 
| > prove that wheat can be shipped in bulk 
before making such a proposal as is now 
- under our consideration. 
- Senator Russtry.—l might mention 
_ that we made the necessary tests in our 
- ewn ships last year. 
‘Senator SHANNON.—And we have 
3 not heard a word about it. 
Senator Russzerz.— Yes; I gave pub- 
_ licity to the matter through the news- 
papers. We made the test in two of our 
own ships. 
Senator SHANN ON. —This is the 
first I have heard of it, and, in my 
opinion, honorable senators were entitled 
- to the-information when the Minister in- 
troduced this Bill. ac 
Senator Russerr.—The whole of the 
_ public were given the information through 
_ the press. 
_. Senator SHANNON. A bodeli we 
have been oe ite the Minister that this 


[97 Jury, ae S| 


: in Australia, and then we shall have these. 


Should we not adopt the bulk- handling 


Bill, > ons 


for any State to go on and adopt “the: 
system. a. 


Senator SHANNON. iy accept. ea 


honorable senator’s denial. My ears must és 


oe deceived me. 


I should like to point out that a 
Pool 


wheat. held in. stacks by the. a 
amounts to no less than 145,000, 000 2» 
bushels. By the time the proposed silos 


are erected, we shall have reaped another 
harvest from what, it 1g admitted, is likely _ 
to be a normal crop, and this will give us — 
another 145,000,000 bushels. That being — 
the case, before ‘the new crop is harvested — 
we shall have sufficient storage accommo- | 
dation for only one-third of that crop, — 
without providing storage for a single — 
grain of the 145,000,000 bushels of © 
wheat already in the lands of the Govern- — 
ment. 
two-thirds of our wheat production, and — 
silo only. one-third of it, obviously the — 
cost of the dual system will be much _ 


greater than that of a single system. That — 


fact has been pointed out to the Prime — 
Minister by the Farmers and Settlers 
Association of South Australia. 

Senator Russextzi.—Look at the alterna 
tive. 


thing. - 


Senator SHANNON. —I fail to recog- 
nise. the pertinence of the Minister’s in- 


terjection, seeing that he must know that 
we shall not be able to put into the silos — 
which it is proposed to erect a solitary — 


grain of the wheat that is already stacked ny 

in Australia. ae 
Senator Russert.—l assure the honor- 

able senator that I do not know that. I 


think that the wheat which is nearest to 


deterioration will be the first put into oe 
silos. ao 
Senator SHANNON.—If that course : 
be adopted, we shall simply distribute the — 
weevil already in our stacks throughout 
the silos, and consequently the sooner we 
reject this Bill the better. 


put into the silos. 
I would further point out that ther 
erection of silos at the present time will 
probably cost about 40 per cent. more, 


than they would in normal times. 


Senator ea —N ot necessarily. 


If we adopt the bagging system for 


We shall have no wheat to put in — 
either bags or silos unless we do some- © 


T am sure that 
the Minister, on reflection, will recognise 
that if the plan he has suggested be fol- 
lowed wheat attacked by weevil woh Pa : 


: Sone ‘SHANN ON. OVE: any rate, 
they will cost a great deal more thar 
they would in normal times. 


longing to the wheat pool which for a 
tithe of the expenditure proposed could 


be put into roofs over our wheat stacks, — 
thus preserving the grain just as- effec: 


tually as it can be preserved in silos, For 
this reason I think that the Senate should — 


reject the Bill and_impress upon the Go-- 


_ vernment the wisdom of expending this 

money in the erection of rain-proof ‘sheds — 
throughout Australia. If the measure be 
carried, South Australia has emphatically — 


declared that she will not adopt the Nac 


tem of bulk handling. 


Senator Nerpram.— Will 
State obey the law?. 


Senator SHANN: ON.—It will not he 
the law. Only yesterday the Minister 


not 


stated that any State will be at liberty to. 


decline to come into the scheme. TI trust, 
too, that the Commission to be appointed — 


under the Bill will be authorized to em- 


: ‘power any State to expend its share of — 


this money, to be advanced by the Com- 


monwealth, in structures other than silos. 
I am quite aware that the measure pro- 
vides that a State may erect temporary 
structures. That provision, however, is 
: absolutely worthless, because no Commis: 
* sion would sanction advances to a State 
for the erection of temporary structures. 
The structures must be of a “permanent 
character before any State can hope to 
secure assistance from the wheat pool. 
Then clause 8 of the Bill provides that. 
_the money shall be spent in the erection 
of silos. It is obvious, therefore. that ca 
State which does not favour the silo sys- 


_tem will not be able to participate in. . this 
scheme, 


ha trust that if the Bill es 
Committee the amendments that have 
been outlined by Senator Rowell will be 
adopted, If I for a moment believed 
that this scheme is a practicable one. TI. 
_ shonld he the very last to offer opposition 
to it. But any honorable senator, by de- 
voting holf-a- dozen hours of his time to 
an investigation of our wheat stacks, can 
conclusively prove that where wheat has 
been protected against the weather, and 
has not been attacked by mice. it is in as 
_ good a condition to-day as it was two 
years. azo. I do not ask for any ¢ 
evidence than ate can see with 


Yet to-day 
there is an enormous quantity of iron be-— 


~ when required, and which experience has sho 


that 


‘stacks would have been infinitesimal 


es 


the present tim 
our oes, Ss 


effe ae oes al 
be in a silo, ae Se 


ae 


. 


T have indicated, “That commun cat ion. 
states— a EE ee chee 


The money speceaad to South A ti 
should be spent in the erection of further ain 
proof sheds, which can be made mice roof 


meets the fees 2 of this State. 
That letter signed by Be 
©’ Loughlin, H. Ty Young, John 


Peter Allen, Wm. Angus, David James 
and W, Miller, and, to Imy mind 
it ought to speak most eloquently. o ho 
_ orable senators. [ts signatories 


men who have made a life study a 
wheat Duane and they ee. 


the ravages aes a mice to our 
roofs. ne those ao could hha 


bean Ae fram the weathers a 
the fact of the roofs having to be 1 
thus permitting weather influen 
operate, which was responsible fo 
major portion of the ae that ha: 
done. | 


I believe that ihe Honorary 
ter, on reflection, will- recognise 
the course which. & have outline. 


reent to sanction the oe ‘ 

« large sum upon the erection | 
nimi storage accom! odatio 
a small portion of our wheat cro 
unhestatingh & that if weevil, a 


silo the better, pene 

wheat is ‘revolved the - 

tributed throughout 
hh 


ats PLAIN (Victoria) [11.42]. J 


Senator Shannon, and I cannot agree with 
he views which he has expressed. I 


tralia cannot very well come into line with 
the other States upon the question of the 
bulk. handling of wheat. But, judging 
from the honorable senator’s remarks, 
~ . and from the speeches which have been 


by any means_ free of dangers. that are 
ahead. Speaking in the other branch of 
the Legislature, Mr. Poynton referred to 
various stacks in South Australia, notably 
to one at Glencairn South, where he 
affirmed that stacks had been built from 

20 to 25 feet high. 

The PRESIDENT.—I would remind 
he honorable senator that he is not in 
os order in referring to the speeches de- 
_livered in another Chamber. ~ e 

Senator PLAIN.—I am glad, sir, that 
yee have called my attention to the fact. 


this scheme with the question of the bulk 
Pandling of wheat, and I sympathize with 
the Honorary Minister in the embarrass- 
ing position that he occupied in introduc- 
ing this Bill. But I think that every honor- 
‘able senator will admit that the scheme 
- which is embodied in the measure, repre- 
sents the first instalment of the system of 
: Othe bulk handling of wheat. So far, 

< ie vestorie is the only State that has gone 
into this magber in a systematic man- 
ner 

ae Senator DE Larere. —And New South 
_ Wales. 


_ Senator PLAIN. —If this Bill passes, 


ee he silos for which it provides will be 


The principal argument adduced by 
Senator Shannon this morning was to the 
effect that these silos will be valueless if 
— weevil attack the wheat, because it will be 
impossible to treat the infected grain 
separately. I wish to informe him that the 
only ge oS wey in which weeviled 


have listened attentively to the remarks of: 


ealize that, to gome extent, South Aus-. 


made elsewhere, South Australia is not~ 


_ I recognise that we cannot possibly couple 


erected at the earliest possible moment. 


Bill. 


oT 


Senator PLAIN. Lote. can got ee 
wheat stored in a silo, and they can pros- — 
per there. But there is a very effective — 
method of killing weevil in any whe: t “ 
that has been placed in a silo. : 


: dee 


In passing, I may remark 
the silo system is in extensive 
operation in America. There, they 


have what are known as “‘ hospital 7? 
silos—that is to say, silos of a particular — 
type, which have been erected: for the ex- 
press purpose of dealing with weeviled — 
wheat. The silos are filled, the carbonic e 
acid gas is put in, and then they ara — 
sealed. For the cost of 4d. per ton every _ 
grain of wheat in the silos-is saved from — 
the attacks of weevils. 


Senator SHannon.—Is itl deteriorated - 
for human consumption? - 


Senator PLAIN.—Not at all, and es : 
gas is not lost. It is very heavy, and — 
penetrates from the top right to ‘the 
bottom of the silo. It is then recaptured 
and used for the next silo. The present 
position, in South Australia in particular, 
ds that the stacks that ara open to the | 
elements are already affected by moisture. 
It is true, as Senator Shannon says, that 
there are not many weevils in them yet, 
or not many signs of weevil, but directly — 
the warm weather comes in, not only will 
those stacks in South Australia be at- 
tacked, but the 4,000,000 bags that have 
such a handsome Spperan at Geelong — 
may be seriously affected also by the pest. — 
The Geelong stacks consist of bags that 
have been sent from various parts of the 
State, but the wheat has been re- bee 
and re-stacked to a great’ extent. Let 
there be no mistake about it, when the 
warm weather comes the weevils are going — 
to make their appearance, and unless we 
take means beforehand to cope with those - 
destructive vermin we shall lose millions 
of pounds’ worth of wheat. | 


Senator SHannon.—More fia by. mice ? : 


Senator PLAIN.—Far more. That is 
the reason why we should be up and 
doing, and be prepared for ee attack 


when it comes, 


We are also informed that we. 
may have to retain and store a 
certain amount of grain for the British 
Government in years to come, and I take 
it that it is our duy to look after that 
wheat to the best possible advantage for 
the people who have paid us for it. The 


a . States will be eruey for the extra. eres 


Senator 
- the normal crop. 
.. Senator PLAIN.—Y es, 
they will accommodate only 
20,000,000 bushels, but if it becomes 
necessary at any time to use them as hos- 
pital silos we can treat an enormous 
amount of old wheat in them. 
not be necessary to treat the new wheat 
if it is properly safeguarded. aa 
Senator SaHannon.—Will this treatment 


in Victoria 


by gas render the wheat immune from 


future attacks by weevils? 

‘Senator PLAIN. —It will if the when 
is not again exposed to the elements. Of 
course, if it is going to be thrown out in 
the open again the weevil will attack it 
once more. * The process does not make it 

immune in the way the honorable senator 

suggests, but it can be saved. 
Senator Szyrorn.—We should have to 
have silos large enough to take the whole 
- of the wheat. a 
Senator PLAIN.—That is not neces- 
_ sary. It can be passed through the ex- 
isting silos at the rate of 10,000, 20,000 or 
50,000 bushels at a time wherever the 
weevils have attacked: it. Unless some 
precaution is taken in South Australia 


_ the weevil may soon attack the bags that 


are exposed over there, and what posi- 
tion will the people of South Australia be 
- placed in then if they have no silos? The 
wheat cannot be treated in stacks to pre- 
vent the increase of weevil. 
Senator SHannon.—You are putting 
quite a new phase of the matter, one that 
the Minister did not tell us of at all. 
Senator PLAIN.—These are the ques- 
tions that we have to debate. It is es- 
sential to take every precaution possible 
to protect not only the 6,000,000 tons 
that) are likely to be in hand by February 
next, but even the following year’s crop, 


tan 


‘because if we fail to protect our only 


the whole of our industrial structure, but 
cripple for. years to come our productive 
progress. — 
Senator Colonel Rowrt.—The silos 
will take only a small proportion. 
be Senator PLAIN.—But there is no limit 
to the quantity which could be_ treated. 
The silos can be filled and emptied agen 
and again as often as you like. 


: "put it back into stacks ver after treat- 
Mentl oe 


< oe oe. ae ee, 
silos will acconimodate only one- third of 


about - 


.of this Bill the report made by a kas 2 
It will. 


about it; but I notice that the vary 


- continued. 


which we may also have on our hands, 


asset ati this time, we not only pull down 


_ Satisfied that pues: 
Senator Colonel Rowe. —Would you 


put uae a roof where mois 
reach it. fee i 


Senator PRATTEN. is not: ‘the 


Wheat Commission — recently? ee 
Senator PLAIN. —I am not aware 
it. , 


aoe si that: oe iciasion poe to oy 
the South Australian pr 


Saunt PLAIN. —The areata ane 081 
tion to the bulk handling system has come 
from farmers who profess to know all 


aye 


some oe ago are ce! in | 
now. In Victoria the farmers as a 
are now sympathetic towards bulk J 
ling, because they see that it is not po 
sible to produce wheat satisfactorily, a 
to an advantage, if the present sys 
The only improved me 
that commends itself to them, so f 
safety is concerned, is the bulk han 
“hie: The Minister, no. ae ee 


sia that all was not wa ae 

wheat. If we can point out some we ¥ ot 
which we can save their wheat dur 
years to come, and pout t 
tterests, 1b is our duty to do so. 


a hich that: can be done. a | 
eae ee we can build ne . 


ey Sali fad that i hee : 
sheds in a year’s time ares bu 


would be just as expensive oe 
method. | 


Senator PLAIN. —Quite st 


tion of the system. of 
ng wheat in bulk. 


16 the operations of the 
y complicated. The Com- 
ohana mie Nag pease have some 
We 
are Be iting hem des necessary money 


to put ‘the silos in the places where we 


by them. We are likely to retain some 
i, control or supervision over them, and a 

certain amount of conflict may arise on 
that point between the two bodies. The 
Commonwealth supervisor may not be 
satisfied with the particular system 
3 _ adopted, or may express the opinion that 
the silo is not being put in a proper place. 
The States may tell him to mind his own 
business, as they are putting the silos in 
Pat . the positions which in their opinion will 
~ be most beneficial to the country, and to 
their own system of handling. However, 
_ Tithink any such friction can be easily got 
as over. 


: 
4 


ed 


I trust the Senate will remember its 
by ie in this matter to see that 
the very best methods to prevent any great 
e destruction of our wheat crops are 
# aes ff honorable senators can point 
out any other system ‘hat is likely to 
prove more beneficial to the producers, I 
am with them, and will even go so far 


as to throw away my ideag so far as the 
Ue csieet of the first instalment of wheat. 


pecne is concerned. [ will support any 


. will meet the requirements. No honor- 
* able senator has done so up to the pre- 
sent time, but I shall be only too pleased 
1: ae to. support any practical scheme that they 

bring forward that is superior to the one 
T have outlined. ; 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
tralia) [11.57].—Whilst the Senate wall 
always pay attention to men in the wheat 
trade, and try to gather from them the 
prevailing opinions of those interested in 
the business, I cannot altogether agree 
with Senator Shannon’s forecast, of the 
future results of the wheat pool. vt 
thought the pool was to become a thing 
of the past, and the Government was te 
nave no hand in the wheat trade of Aus- 


ree we. td be justified im Pane 
préparations that we propose to make 
he #9; 000,000 mentioned in the 


to carry out the scheme, and asking them — 


~ think the States will be most benefited 


scheme that. they can prove to the Senate 


My own opinion ig had we are. just 
at the beginning of the organization of 
our wheat trade, and I have come to that 
conclusion after having visited Canada 
last yea and seen the enormous organi- 
zation of the wheat trade of that country. 
Until Senator Shannon, Senator Plain, © 
and other Australian wheat-growers or 
traders go to those countries where the 
bulk handling system is in vogue, ee 
can have very little idea of the want of — 
organization in Australia. Our isolation — 
is making us quite parochial and narrow-_ 
minded in our views. That is always one 
of the evils of an isolated cotnabey 
Canada is wiped close to the United States 
of America, and practically for trade pur-_ 
poses one nation with them. The United 
States of America and Canadian experi- 
ences are working side by side, so that 

everything that is possible and new im 
the trade is there seen in operation. Aus-_ 
tralia is the only big vhostpredueing 
country in the world ‘where the bagging — 
system prevails. We are still where we 
began a hundred.years ago. We have nob 
advanced one step beyond the methods of 
our grandfathers, ‘ 

Senator S=ntor.—Canada has not to 

carry her wheat as far as South Austra ; 
has. 

Senator DE LARGIE.—I saw wheat 
carried 1,000 miles in Canada. 

Senator SENion.—Look at our distance 
from our market—England. 


Senator DE LARGIE. —The very fae 


that we are further away from our mar- : 


ket should be an inducement to us to 
adopt the most economical way of. 
handling wheat, All the members of the 
Parliamentary party, which visited Canada _ 3 
last year, had ample opportunities for get- 
ting information, and I think the tesbi- 
mony given by Sir Robert Borden, the | 
Prime Minister of Canada, accurately re 
presents the opinion of all the other men — 
interested in the wheat trade. In the 
present measure it is proposed to provide 
silos for 50,000,000 bushels, and to build 
clevators with a ‘capacity ‘of only from 
25,000 to 50,000 bushels: and perhaps. as. 
our trade is.so much smaller than that 
of Canada, these will be large enough. — 
Tt is quite possible that under normal con- — 
ditiong this will be sufficient for a number — 
of years to come, because I noticed that. 
Montreal, which is claimed to be the 
largest. wheati porti in the world, had only 
three big elevators—one controlled by the 
Harbor Commission, and the other two 


these elevators had a total capacity of 
8,000,000 bushels. I do not know if it is. 
- wise to build elevators with a small bude 
_ eapacity; but, if so, it seems strange that 
in Canada, where the wheat merchants 
ought to know their business, the smallest — 


elevator I saw was at Quebec, and it had 


a capacity of 1,000,000 bushels. In my - 
opinion, as far as the principle of bulk- 
handling is concerned, we may be 
quite safe in 
‘ment proposal, because we will simply — 
be following the precedent of all 
the other great wheat-producing countries 
of the world. 
treal, Quebec, ‘Toronto, 
Winnipeg, I was 
cost of handling wheat 
the port of shipment was 
cent per bushel. -I am not in a 
position to say what the cost is in Aus-— 


Calgary, 
assured 


tralia under the bagging system, but I am 
quite sure that it must be much more ex-— 


pensive than the Canadian method, and, 
- mmoreover, the work is arduous and the 
= men: ‘engaged in it are properly entitled to 
good wages. In Canada, all the latest me- 


thods. for handling the wheat have been m 


The grain is taken from the 


adopted. 


harvester in the field, put into a box wag- — 


gon and carried to the railway station, 
and by simply pulling a bolt it is 
into, bins. Upon arrival at the port of 


to the railway waggons; and the grain is 


pumped straight into the vessel’s hold at. 
the rate of from 10,000 to 12,000 bushels 
per hour, so that a vessel mav be Se 


loaded in a very short time. 3 
Senator Colonel RowrELu.—But — the: 


grain has to be bagged twice, once upon. [ 


the farm, and again to the alk 
Sankar DE 


have described, anyhow, though I am 
unable to say. if it has to be bagged on 
arrival in England. 


a number of gentlemen a photograph 
_ which I had of a great wheat stack at 
_ Fremantle, and invariably they came to 
the conclusion that it was a photograph of 
_sand-bags ready to be sent away to. the 
war. 
~ was handled in this way. In the face of 
_ the experience of every big wheat-produc- 


ing country in the world, we shall be quite 
5 cae in age the le or eee 


a te Geead Trunk Rey en hae The mice Pp 


adopting the Govern- 


During my visit to Mon- 
and 
ithat . the 
in bulk- at 
only 1 


dumped 


shipment, pneumatic pumps are attached before the Senate. 


‘should follow the example set us by the 
| ROTEL EE ae? a 
bagged during any of the operations I 


During my visiti to inde I end to. 


They had no idea that our wheat . | 
our principal wheat centres for 


i mee number of 


combined: ioe fe me 


ried a ee approving ¢ ul 

handling system as well as of th Whee. 

Pool. I cannot conceive that any body 
of men, who in the past have been robbed 
of a great deal of the fruits of their labour 
by the competitive system, should ever re-_ 
vert to the old method for the disposal o: 
their produce. For the first time in 
history of Australia the marketing f 
wheat has been placed upon a “sens 
basis, under which the po ar 
‘sured of a fair return, 
imagine that they will ‘readily go , bac 
the old system. In view of the proba 
developments of the wheat trade, these 
silos will be required for the safe sto: 

of wheat so that it may be anes. 
the most Mie time ; 


eee hat ‘che. nee comm ae 
would revert to ~ ‘the old comy 

method for the disposal of their 
and. alow Sheree to be used. | | 


for hhiew own advantage, and oF the” 
advantage of the farmers, I do not k 
that I would support the measure 
This is a most 
portant industry, and it is essential Vv 
United States of America, — 
Russia, and all the other big wheat 
ducing countries of the world. 
-growing and wool prodiction are toge 
bringing millions of pounds into — 
tralia, and it is important, theref« 
should give these industries our ver 
attention, because for many year: 
the war our wheat Be be very Ye Yr 


eveat Pee there ail be a eee lid-ma: 
ket for many years to come. 

I hope that this measure 1s. 
eae as the Je rasta ment of 


will install the he iacktuees 


ling of our wheat in the 
If this is done, we ‘sha 


‘ae: 


[pr 


t Boros 


bet 


veEiplogieane for’ ion 
a We all remember the 


00- Ib. bag ; bos I would say, lee us. fo 
away altogether with the bagging system, 
und. for the future, handle our Sil by 
‘machinery. | 


Senator Colegel ROWELL (South 
Australia) [12.14].—J can understand 
the anxiety of the Government with 


= _ is regarded as the first step im the intro- 
- duction of the bulk handling system ; but, 
so far as my own State is concerned, this 
aston is objected to, I believe, by 90: per 
_ cent.of the people interested in the wheat 
trade. I do not: think we have had suffi- 
cient information to demonstrate that 
= bulk handling can be successfully em- 
ployed for long- -distance carrying. The 
weevil pest. is the principal difficulty. 
The mice plague, from which we are now 
suffering, recurs only at intervals; but the 
weevil trouble is always present LOW a 
greater or less degree, and I do not think 
| it has ever been proved that we can carry 
wheat in bulk from Australia to the Old 
7 Country without the cargoes being seri- 
ously affected by weevil. I remember, 
once, when weevil appeared in a cargo of 
oe wheat shipped to England, one of the 
. _ leading merchants who made inquiries as 
to the cause assured me that it was due 
to the fact that the grain had been 
shipped m a somewhat green condition. 


- TI have no objection to bulk handling 
andthe erection of silos in those States 
which may wish to introduce the system; 
and if the Minister will give me an assur- 
ance that he is prepared to accept two 
slizht amendments which I have indi- 
_ cated, I shall not have much more to say 
on the subject. So far as South _Aus- 
- tralia is concerned, the Poor RO es 


5 pith ie money SO advanced to pro- 
he whole of our wheat. However, 


m Line : to go. on with thetr own scheme, 


‘Juny, 1917. T 


regard to the protection of wheat 
at present stored in Australia, and 
I take it that the erection of silos 


‘full value. 


¥ ‘it ms that, the Government are deter- 


2 8 


and I am not prepared to offer - further 
Opposition to the Bill. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hor O- 
rary Minister) [12.16].—The question ok 
temporary or permanent storage has 
arisen. I wish to make it quite clear 
that the silos proposed to be erected can 
readily be adapted to the bulk handling 
system, which I believe the majority, if — 
not all, of the States will adopt subse- 
quently. Therefore, it will be an oS 
vantage to use the silo form of storage. 
i! want to point out again that this storage. 
is not necessary because of the mice. es 
believe that, as the result of our experi- ‘ 
ence, we now have an effective means of 
dealing with mice. This wheat has been 
stored for nearly two years, and, unfor- — 


tunately, we are not, optimistic enough to. 


believe that we are going to get it taken — 
away. It is to prevent the old wheat 
from becoming weevily and consequently — 
deteriorating in value to a considerable — 
extent that we are so anxious to provide — 
silos. In my opinion, quite a considerable | 


amount of additional temporary storage 


will have to be found before we can get 
our wheat taken away. But that is no 
reason why we should waste money by 
erecting temporary storage. Suppose that 
the war were to conclude at the end of 
two or three years, what would be the 
value of the assets? We would not get a 
twentieth part of their value then. Our 
desire is to lessen the cost, and we be- 
heve that the silos will return to us their ~ 
Suppose that the war should — 
continue for five years, I have no hesi-— 
tation in saying that the silos, under 
prope: care, will not have depreciated. By 
4 per cent, Therefore, we shall have the = 
full asset for another purpose. 
Senator SHannon.—What would — ‘the: 
silos be used for, if not for wheat? . 
Senator RUSSHLL.—The silos will be. 
used for wheat. The facts as to the con- 
dition of our wheat are well known in the 
Old Country, and that has been very help- - 
ful to us in disposing of our products. Lf 
a report goes to the-Old Country that the 
wheat we have here at the present time 
is depreciating, what hope shall we have 
of selling next year’s crop? To-day we 
have only one customer for our wheat. 
The British Government must buy our 
wheat for the Allies, otherwise we cannot 
sell it. If the news is conveyed to the 
British Government that the wheat we 
have already sold them is rapidly de- 
teriorating, and ae some of it Loe ee of 


Filecrs a stich condi: 
“3 appeal to honorable senators to take a 
. Sos view of the paurei and come into 


easerce the Pian we have aut to the. 


- Question resolved in the affirmative. 
_ Bill read a second time. 

in Committee: 

Clauses 1 to 6 agreed to. 

“Ola itse  f— 


Ce bp this Act, the Saas sey 


td) arrange with Ve G overnnients Of fies 
respective States for the erection of — 
such other temporary structures as 

: may be found necessary. 
‘ poe see ROWELL (South Aus- 
tra ia) [12.21]).—I move— 
Ea, - the er “ temporary 

a "paragraph d. 


The omission of this word will afford i 
: . those States which do not desire to have 


“silos an oppertunity of building struc- 
tures for the storage of wheat, 


- Senator “RUSSELL (Victorias Hone. 
rary Minister) [12.22].—I think that the 


to have a little co-operative meeting to 

see what it wants. This paragraph was 
_ put in the clause at the suggestion of a 
Seuth Australian and with the approval 
of the Prime Minister. We made this 
concession to South Australians, who | 

; ein ly “desired to do something in ae 
direction. 


Senator Nerpuam. —What about the 
| Western Australians? 


Senator. RUSSELL.—I am eee Ca hat 


out that what South Australians in an- — 
other House fought for and won, South 


Australians in the Senate are attempt- 
ng to destroy. 
posal. 
lay, one-third storage is not going to be 
he sufficient for the protection of our wheat, 
and other additional storage, which may 
be of a lighter character, will, in selected 
places, have to be adopted on account 
of the difficulty of transporting the wheat. 
‘This paragraph stmply enables the Com- 
Mission to arrange with the Governments 
of the respective States for the erection 


be 
‘the end of January or February ue: 
there will be nearly 6,000, a: — 0! 


the f; : ceive the | posit on 
"Therefor Ore, BG 


- Old Country. ae ? # 
- storage, whieh subsequently would be 


of fifty years. 


~ 


_ likely bo Be to Bare ks 


7 Be left out of. 


ee pated es of South Australia ought™ much per bushel on, all their 
will cover the imterest and wi 


world. 


It is a very sound pro- — 
In my opinion, as I said yester- ° States. 


of such other tempeorarv structures as may 
ound necessary. We estimate that at . h 


and that 


culty will continue, 
transport wheat, ee Pp 


n regard 
if it is apparent that the s 


and perhaps to arrange to spend an her a 


no use - for wheat. cat such 


erik ae asset. “The Stat fo, on ee 
ceive little or no money for the a 


“and temporary ‘structures. 
for a silo can. be. extended over a pe 


Senator ee —What is nie. L 


Senator RUSSELL. a elas that 
charge to the farmer will be practi 
nothing for the first’ few. years. 
“storage in the silos, which will be of 
manent construction, will probably 
charged over the whole crop, an 
merely over a third, because each » 
lot cannot ch separated. a Boe. ! 


-preciation may be decided upon as soun 


Honorable senators know what th 
eget in value of the silos is 
‘to be. Lt practically means that we 
have fete more to ae than the ti 


Wag ever ede im any pare of 


Senator RUSSELL. ae cons 
will be steel and concrete. Ther. 
going to be any competition between t 
Both materials will be stand: 
ised as to quantity and ay. and 
lieve, as to price. 


Senator PRATTEN. oe you dra 
tinction betwen Baro 4 and 
tization ? 


4 permanent debe ie a 
out of the earnings. ue 


ge that’ ‘ey are Shoe 
d. the producers. » We 
. as. ae abate: com- 


c eee , 
Senator RUSSELL.—This Bill will not 
eate the management. In all proba- 
bility the ultimate management will be 
_ taken over by the Wheat Board. Subse- 

quently it is intended, should the pool 
stem die out, that each State should 
sume charge ‘of its own wheat, and 
ee over the ily for the oo 


cision RUSSELL.—1I de not know, 
but realizing that it is emergency work, 
the Commission, in combination with the 
porate, will make the ie, efforts to erect 


ee to build mhena oe 

Senator RUSSELL.—I am contdeot 
that there is not going to be a shortage 
of material, be 5 f 2 not feel so confident 


Senator RUSSELL. — Tt. will be: a 
ippy combination then. I ask honor- 
e senators not to accept the amend- 
hee as it pould involve practically a 


Senator — Giondl ROWELL (South 
Australia) [12.30]—-I understand the 
Minister to say that if the clause is left 
(as UM. pend: the Government will be pre- 


‘Senator Ceionsl ROWELL. a is my 
tention when we come to the next clause 
‘to propose the insertion after the word 
-** silos’? of the words ‘‘ or other struc- 


a position to grant money for the erec- 
on of storage other than silos. The Bill 
“ ovicdes that money may be advanced for 
réction of silos, but there is nothing 


. ther structures. 


es,” so that the Commission may be 


that it may be advanced for the 


Senator Russetu.—The SiC 
will have no power to grant any mone 
It will have power only to recomm 
to the Government that money 
granted. Bape ee 

Amendment negatived. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 8— 

For the purpose of facilitating the pre 
tion and erection of silos in pursuance of this. 
Act, the Commonwealth may, from time to 


time, advance to the States a sum not exceed 
ing, in the whole, the sum of £2, 899, 000. ¢ 


Senator Colonel -ROWELL (Soutt 
Australia) [12.33]—I move— > 

‘That after the word “silos” ae words 
other structures” be inserted. 
This clause does not give the Governmen: 
power to advance moe for the temp 
rary structures that have been -referrec 
to, or for any purpose other than the eree 
tion of silos. I desire that, the Govern 
ment should have that power. __ 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria ie 
ary Minister) [12.34]—The honorable 
senator desires to give the Government 
power to advance money to the States for _ 
the purpose of erecting temporary storage 
for wheat, but that, is already provided — 
for by paragraph d of clause 7, and the — 
adoption of the amendment now sub 
mitted by the honorable senator would d 
nothing further to accomplish his object 
T remind him that should his amendment 
be carried, it will have the effect of alter 
ing what is practically a contract, between 
the Commonwealth and the States, and 
will make it necessary to return the mea 
sure to the House of Representatives 
The matter is urgent, and we desire t 
go on with the work. I would like to sa: 
further that no power to advance mone’ 
which may be given to the Governmen 
under this Bill will compel them to. a 
vance a single penny for any purpose ze) 
which they do not: approve. = = 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South ; 
Wales) [12.36].—Will the Minister in 
charge of the Bill say whether the design © 
of the proposed silos is such that any 
particular person, firm, or company, will 
possess the sole right to the construction 
of silos of that design in Australia? 

Senator RUSSELL (Vietoris Hig 
ary Minister) [12.37]-—-No. One condi- 
tion laid down is that no silo or machinery 
in connexion therewith can be adopted — 
unless it is approved by the Commission. 
The object of this is to prevent any con-— 
tract pene drawn up in ; peoh a es as ve 


Australian oe S 


patent: rights. I happen to have before 
me an advertisement published by the 
Victorian Government calling for tenders 
for the erection of silos, and this is one 
of the conditions laid down— 

No plans or specifications will be- acon 
which restrict the design of any machinery or- 
equipment of its manufacture, supply, or erec-_ 
_ tion to any particular manufacturing company, 
-or which will entail the use of any - patented 
form or method of grain silo construction. oe 

Senator McDoveatu. —That is what I 
wanted to get at. If any firm possesses — 
patent rights to a design, which it would — 
be best in the interests of the country to 
adopt, and which would save monev. the — 
adoption of that design should not be ° eae 
_ vented. bef 


Senatior RUSSELL.—1 Pee like to 
oe, the matter quite clear. Under the 
tender system, all firms, including those — 
who have patent rights, will be able to 
tender. But -in calling for tenders, we- 
do not. say that the silos must be con- 


structed in accordance with a ya hee - occupations which they followed 


_ patent. To do so would make it certain” 
that the work must be given to the 
holders of that patent. All persons are. 
asked to submit tenders, and those pos- 
_ sessin ig patents will have the same op- 
~ portunity as others. : . 
Senator McDovcatit.—The best design 
will not be debarred because it is 
oo < 


Senator RUSSELL. LING ; the endea- . 


your will be to discover the best: design. — 
Amendment negatived. oe 
Clause agreed to. pe tin 
Clauses 9 and 10 and title at to. 
 _Bill reported without amendment ; Te 
port, adopted. 
Standing Orders Gaipenten: 


and Bill 
read a third time. 


~ 


+ (AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ 
>» REPATRIATION BILL. ~ 


5 Go Se aries: (Consideration resumed 
from 26th July, wide page 502). 
“Glause 6—— 


There shall bea Repetiation Comauieons to_ 
eae of seven mlempers. 


| pn: : which ‘Senator ‘Nexon had 
_ novel 
That the word ** seven ”’ “he lett. out, with a 
ae view to insert in lieu thereof the word “ three.’ 


Senator Colonel ROWELL (Senth 
2S sie 40]. pea omy © 


~ 


give | a preference to any one. “holding af 


_ everything possible ‘should be dc ne for 


z centage of the men will be willing to 


almost as soon as they started 


a Commission of seven, who. 


-sident of. the Exec tiv C01 


ment for — 
tion scheme * ie . eds 
have listened — with Litt ion to th 


debate upon this clause, an 
peared to me that some hor 
tors seem to forget that the pra 
- working out-of the scheme will be | 
in the hands of the State Boards. 
amendment’ proposes the reduction of the 
number of members of the Repatria 
Commission from seven to three. I 
it is better that there should be a (¢ 
‘mission of seven members, and that t 
should be a representiative of each St 
~on the Commission. It may be some 
expensive to bring representatives _ 
the different States to carry out the 
of the Commission, but it will be a council 
of advice to the Government, and - 
that it would be better that ea h Stat 
should be represented upon it. The able 
‘bodied amongst our returned oe 
not require charity. Whati they w 
‘bably look for is to be replaced 


they went to the war. I agree 


those who 


are wounded or me ily. 
afflicted. 


In my view, a very small | ! 


upon “the land if they have not been | 
the land before. As a producer, and : 
who has worked on the land all his lif 
I think the besti means to be adopted 
settle returned soldiers on the land 
be to place them on small dairy farms 
from which they might derive some ret mn. 


intend to support the clause as it “st 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wa SS 
| [12.45].—During the early part o thi 
discussion I intimated that I favoured 
the creation of a central Commi 


eed 


consisting of three paid men, rather 


at 


in an eee mer Wie 


‘am “now “eonvineed “that 1 te 


different from what. I hac 
was under the ree care 
would be responsible - or givin: 

the repatriation 3 


; assistance. In view of 
no. longer prepared 


members, nor can I 
ur ment of paid members. 
lew of al the circumstances, I do 
ven commissioners would 
p: ee and ee am inclined 


in an ae capa- 
of persons whose ser- 
ce! e available if they were 
LO receive Pernt for them. I take it 


ae 


ee cone The services ae dh 
ma could not be permanently secured 
oe = ee es en It is sane un- 


= Senator pe, Larain. Why cast ase Te- 
flection on the small States? — 

Senator THOMAS.—I have no inten- 
n of reflecting upon them. I merely 
ay that the type of man I have in my 
ind can be most readily secured either 
rom New South Wales or Victoria. The 
roposal of the Government will afford 
the | Vieé-President of the Executive 
uneil an opportunity of securing on 
Commission the services of one of 
blest business men in Australa. A 
; deal has coe: said to the effect that 


Sg eee will aohie Bia 


led in- 40 Scar ae in 
scheme whenever she- 
-an honorary capacity. Senator Fo 


tion of a central Com- 


o is in eee of eee 


the ablest. Pees men in a 


ae delivered a ey gen cs ‘spec a 


senators. However L ee ee 
before the Committee the reusans 


her oe hay services — a, rele 
ing in an ae capacity, and infl 


it is proposed to appoint. Dads ee 
Bill we are asked to determine the proce 
dure to be adopted for the Ba of 


300, 000 will return. Now it is proposed 
tO appoint a Commission to assist in the 
administration of this. scheme, and th 
necessity for appointing only: busi 
men to that body has been strongl: 
stressed by Senator Thomas. He has 
affirmed that we should secure only t 
services of men who have made a success 
of their businesses, and who have estab 
lished a great industry. By virtue of ¢. 
circumstance, he claims that only such | 
gentlemen are qualified «to act on t 
Commission. I do not know how man: 
businesses Senator Thomas has built w 
in Australia. I am not aware that he is 
at the head of any great business, but 
do know that he is a member of this Par- 
liament, and, in that capacity, is assist 
ing ‘to determine the destinies of Austra 
lia. He was elected, not because he has 
been a successful business man, but be- 
cause he is possessed of a fund of com- 
mon sense. Now, if men can be ‘returned 
to the National Parliament who have not 
proved great successes as business “men 
surely it ought not to be impossible t 
find gentlemen who will be willing + 
assist the Minister in charge of this Bill. 
to give effect to this repatriation scheme, 
who have not been successful business. y 


Senator PRATTEN. Weuld” the ‘hon 
able eee bar business men ¢ s 


: Australian Soldiers’ 


© Soanions axe EEDHAM. No: 
merely replying to a chorus of statanicnes 4 
by honorable senators opposite since J 
submitted my amendment. They have 
pinned their faith to the appointment ae 
only business men to this Commission. 
Whilst I would weleome the presence of — 
such men there, I am not prepared to ad-- 
‘mit that they are the only persons quali- 
fied to act upon that body. We must not 
confine our search for men to assist the 
Government in restoring our returned 
soldiers to civilian life, to that particular 
section of the community. Yesterday 
the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council stated that several business men 
had offered their services on the Commis- | 
sion. 
had been offered the services of the head 
of the greatest Labour organization in 
Australia. 
Senator Mirten.—Does the hosorane 
Bf senator object to a representative of or-. 
nee Labour being appointed to this 
body ? 
ne Senator NEEDHAM. —I am not ob- 
_ jecting at all. I merely desire to divert 
the Vice-President of the 
Council from the conversation which he 
was enjoying with Senator Thomas. 


Senator Minien. It was much more 
interesting than is the honorable senator’s © 


es 
‘Senator NEEDHAM. ies this Bill” 


can be of no tmportance whatever, not- ineae aoa 
withstanding the statements made by the : uae 


| Vice-President of the Executive Couneil 


‘A when moving its second reading. 
- imagine that any gentleman who is hee 


‘ quite enough to do if he focusses. his at- 
tention upon the affairs of that organiza- 


tion. Similarly, 
man will be sufficiently occupied in look- 


up. It is not likely that he would allow ~ 


sion to interfere with the success of his. 
_ business, a and to allow ‘it to fall into 


decay. — “ 
~ Senator For1.—Others have done that 


already. I can quote two instances. 


the. honorable senator is able to quote 
- many instances; 


I understood him to say that he 


“bub are yet capable of carrying. out me 


Executive — 


head of a Labour organization will have 


a successful business 
ing after the business which he has built 


the time that he devoted to this Commis- 


~ Senator NEEDHAM.—I dare say that. 


but, at the same time, 
e BaiiDe pela ners ‘of those Satvidule i 


have been successful in ‘vapinenee “Whe 
the Commission consists of seven or : 
I will welcome on it the best brair 
can be obtained in. Australia; but. 
are in: Australia men who ae not 


oa: Fe 


ae 


guineas , per ay That is more e thi 
aa week. shee 


that a pans out, or ree pan out, 


very mu he 


oe 
- Senator NEEDHAM. 21. do nob 
to mention the name. | 


ister eo that that. se ane ha 
paid two guineas per day? } 

Senator Minien.—I cannot deny ¢ 1 
but I can say that no gentleman de 
_there has been getting two om 
day. 

Senator NEEDHAM. 5 pe 
Minister’s statement, but the ma‘ 
be | one for further any oe 


res 


and 


cee oe Peta le Go is 


a ted that there should be a man from 


at: us we 


| ke say that. so many men—seven, 

r three—shall be appointed; but 

ey shall be paid. I think they 

e paid well. The work is too im- 

to allow men to divide their time 
tween it and their private occupations. 
ey should centre their minds on ib. 
. Minister’ said they would be engaged 
“im an advisory capacity, but the 
ge me in ae Pecans If 


Con” eohish means Fereating an- 
1er portfolio. That is not necessary. 
ator Millen has so far conducted the 

well, and I should be glad to see 

main at the head of it. I know of 

Ne ean conduct it better than he 

od T see no necessity for 


oestae 4 i _ _ That is. rather 
uu .. You are deadly opposed to all 
ary members on the Commission, 
ou want a Nanister to work for 


Ldaceadle 


Ee NEEDHA M.—The , 


fag 


ator knows perfectly well that he is not 


a. He is too wide 
He can also bring to his 


can ‘be see frou: dif. 

/ The Commission 

be permanent, 
Id not consist: of so. many 


ae get more st aigieih ie 


P. that. 


should be. 


chart be on the Coanisen 


Senator Senior.—We do not ties to 
Rb iyis 


che senator: peek, had ke 2 ! ; 
uecessity for it. Hach State Board sh uld ‘ 


‘also have a returned soldier on it 


submit the amendment in the sincere ¢ 
sire to assist the. Minister to RNG th 


Bill. 


Senator REID (Quesnsbend) ra. 40].— 
have not heard one sound argument whi 
the Commissioners should be paid. It 
very inadvisable to imcrease the numb 
of paid officials, for I have a horror 
the paid bureaueracies that are springing 
up in the Commonwealth. One of 
most serious dangers of a democratic ce 
munity like this is that it eannot: have 
affairs run without men being paid. ioe 
am astonished at the source from. whie 
the amendment has emanated. We cz 
find the very best examples of voluntaris 
and self-sacrificing work in the ver 
movement that Senator Needham at pre- 
sent represents. It was built up by those 
who gave their time and money, and man 
of them their lives, for the Labour cask 
when it was on a voluntary basis; and the 
curse of it, and this has brought. it to its 
present position, is the number of paid _ 
bureaucracies that are running it In every — 
State. The same applies to other institu 
tions. .We should limit the choice of 
Minister to a very great extent if 
agreed to the Riss: of paid or 


alike on the State Boards. 3 
ber of . sae will be thei and a 


the beet ork dene. co am ane He 
see this great work of repatriation bee 
carried out. ee prevent, there is a bre ‘ 


of fatherly halts about returried ‘soldiers 
that 1s rete tence te : 


great deal of gallerv panne aty Lie pr 
sent time, both 
soldiers ane to the general public; and I 


eke put on a permanent business basis. 
_ By that I do not mean a cold, commercial 
cent, per cent. basis, because I want to 
see it carried out with all the humane 
feeling that a man would naturally have 
towards returned soldiers. eae © 


Senator NrrpHam. —Would you objec 
to a returned soldier being on the fees 


mission ! ae 
Senator REID. —Certainly not. 


ness to 


able to represent the feelings of the re- 
turned men, and the other five will be 


able to look after the affairs of the public, 


who, after all, are the main persons con- 
cerned. All ihe work that has been done 


voluntarily during the war has shown 


that this work can be done well on the 
- same basis. JI know that in many in- 
stances voluntarism has been more or less. 


On failure; but in a case of this kind, with 


a definite work and a definite object, and 
_ with a limited number of men to deal 
_ with, there isno reason why it should not 
be a complete success. 
- Commonwealth it will be found that the 


es institutions which have been best looked 


after are those which have a voluntary 
council or committee. The sooner we re- 
-cognise that our country demands the best 


we can give it, whether we are paid for 


our services or not, the better iti will be 
for the nation. If ‘the Government stand 
 firm’in this matter, I am sure the clause 


Houses, and the Commission and State’ 
Boards will be constituted of business 
men with financial and organizing ability, 


vices voluntarily for the benefit of those 
who have gone forth from this country 
and sacrificed their all in its defence. I 
_have seen so often the dangers involved in 
the appointment of paid officials that I 
| Oni my protest every time against 
a any proposal to increase their numbers. | 

Senator NerpHam.—Will you carry. 
that right along in all the Departments? 
_. Senator REID.—TI shall carry it along 
- wherever common sense tells me it is the 
right thing to do. 


Oi oge but we » should Be a ae she, eau 


in regard to returned — 


ae 


am most anxious to see this important 


‘The iS 
‘Minister has already expressed his ne 
include two returned soldiers. 
That is a very” fair proportion on a com- 1 
mission of seven. Those two will be quite } 


paid Be Ae would not ne their busi 


Throughout the 


will be carried as it stands by bloth- 
on getting my Hansard “proof 


who are only too willing to give their ser- official reporter ati the table. 


himself, and would be able to tak 
tion of this kind admirably. Ts 
You cannot lay down ~ 
_ any hard-and-fast rule to apply every-— 


a fe. ‘We shall not 
them ‘directly. 2% ; 
Senator REID. They a are 


this case will give the Mie a muc 
wider field of choice, because there ar: 
dozens of men throughout the Con mon- 
wealth eminently suited for this work who 
would not take it if the positions were 


wer 


in ae afternoane or evenings, an dc 
work in a business-like way, and 
too, much more humanely tha 
officials would. I have a dread 
paid official system, and would not has 
it mixed up with the returned so 
I quite understand the position that the 
representatives of the Labour par ; 
site take up; but I should like to a 
to Senator Needham and those as 
with him not to press the paid 
too much, and to look where they 
present. 'T think they will then r ognis 
that the sooner we have the 
worked by men who are willing 
their best to the community, the 
will be for the Commonwealth. | 
Senator McDOUGALL. (New So 
Wales) [2.49].—I am sorry I was 
understood by Senator Foll when 
on this subject yesterday afternoon 
represented me as saying that 1 
members of the Commission sho 
turned soldiers. I did not say 1 : 
of the sort, and I was very glad to find 
h : 


ing, that what I did say ve ns 


he recorded exactly what Li 8 
there were returned soldiers, to my k 
ledge, who were capable of und rta 
these positions. I say that now. IT 
eight long weeks on the water when 
turning to Australia with a. ret 
Colonel, who was a business man. 
would suit Senator Thomas right up 
knocker. He carried on a big bus 


_ others, but I am not putting 1 
for any. particular — Bus i 
these “remarks. a iLe Fe 


urned- wide on the 


pehave a major y of representatives. Su 
aeers in having paid men, and if we can 
get the best men to pay them well. If 
it were not for payment of members I 
would not be here, because I could not 
afford to travel frequently from my State 
to the Seat of Government. I do not 
want to create paid positions, but my ex- 
perience in the administration of the Com- 


monwealth’s affairs is that the best results 


I represented the trade unions on one of 
these voluntary committees, so I know a 
little about the subject. T would rather 
see paid officials administering the fund, 
and believe it would be done better by 


Diy. as to the cost of Easing of 
triotic funds, were correct, pemcls I 


putation, as the gathering was a con- 
ae rence, heid in Melbourne. aie read the 


ting han verified or et ee that vee 
vhich is read by thousands of the pe 
sses in the community. 


Senator BARNES (Victoria) [2. a — 
I am in favour of the amendment. The 
proposition, as I understand it, will mean 
the expenditure of millions of pounds, and 
he people are entitiled to get the very 
est results possible from that expendi- 
ure. 1 know very well thati we can get 
onorary workers to undertake almost any 


o it. At one time this country was go- 
erned by honorary members of -Parlia- 
ent, but eventually the people discovered 
he wisdom of paying somebody to under- 
ake this task and to hold them respon- 
‘sible. “if we have honorary commissioners 
ste ing the affairs a this repatria- 


hat the Minister had 
Phat was the a ne 


tion Fund, and we could not expect: them, 


will be obtained by adopting this course. — 


duties imposed upon them. Honorary 
commissioners will, in all probability 
have business concerns of their own 


possible results by obtaining the best men. 


that we should get the best possible me 


vork—or rather they would attempt to 
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Seder Mitten. SThay will not be 
naked to administer it. i: 
Senator BARNES _—Perhaps they. ae 2 
not be administering it in the sense of 
actually disbursing the money, but they 
will stand in the relation of an advisory _ 
board to the Department, which will be — 
guided by their counsel; and in the last — 
analysis the commission will really be re- _ 
sponsible for what! the country may get - 
out of the expenditure. It is not fair oe . 
the people that) an honorary board of — 
three or seven gentlemen should have the — 
handling of the many millions of enue 
that will be. deposited in the Repatria. 


as honorary commissioners, to do Justice 
to their duties. On the other hand, 
men are paid, and paid well, we shall have 
to claim the whole of their time for the 


to look after, and if any one of them be 
called to account for his stewardship, the 
will be able to say, “ Well, I had my ce 
business to attend to, and I could not be — 
expedited to give all my {time to ‘this 
scheme; I know mistakes have been made, — 
but these could have been avoided if I~ 
had been able to devote the whole of oa | 
time to the dutaes.’” In a matter like — 
this we are ail in a more or less uncharted _ 
and we can only hope for the best — 


sea, 


I am not particularly anxious that re- - 
turned soldiers should have representation — 
on the commission—not that I do not ~ 
think we could not get men of proved — 
capacity among them. I do’not think that 
ati all. What I am concerned about i 


for the position, and if returned soldiers ~ 
are nob directly represented they will be 
represented indirectly as members of — the | A 
Returned Soldiers Association, which 
body will take good care to place tiheir 


‘views before the Minister responsible for 


the administration of the scheme. I urge: 
the Minister to reconsider his decision, ‘and 
not expect that honorary commissioner: 
will be found to do this work satisfac 
torily. 2 
We were reminded by an ie 
senator who is not now in the chamber — 
that the movement represented by mem- — 
bers on this side of the Senate was ‘teelf 
largely built up by the honorary efforts — 
ae men Bh stared our Oreanvan ee Wee 


was ie paedise Chere was no ye: e 


but the position was 


TAQULE movement, 


- remedied directly funds became avail-— tial if the last amendment 


able. The Government is no more 
entitled than is any outside body 
‘to expect service on “the nod.” 


ese, 


: ies adh oth hings seem to me to 
point very strongly to the unwisdom of 
the proposition put forward in this cl ause. 


I hope that if the larger number is re- 


tained the Mimister will reconsider the — 


idea @f expecting the commissioners to 
work for nothing. 
be paid, and paid well. a 
-Question—That the word ‘‘ seven’ * he 
“deft out (Senator NrEpHam’s amendment) 


ae The Committee divided. : S 
Ove as Ayes ay iy S 
\ Noes ; 20/52, 
| Majority Oe ais 

se AYES, . 
" eatnps. a. Needham, E, 

‘Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Teller: is ont 
Ms euaees Mw, J. BR, | MeDougall, A. 
ie Noss. es 

Bie .. 5 ee Plain, W. 

Buzacott, R.. ; Pratten, H. E. 
: Crawford, Bb ceyy Reid, M. 

- Harle, Rowell, Colonel | 
Fairbairn, G. Russell, E. J. 

Hall Hs Sy. Senior, W. a 

Henderson, ‘Gy Shannon J. Ww. 
Keating, J. H. Thomas, J. 

Lynch, P. J. oi 

- Millen, E. BD, Teller: 

Pearce, ee ®. de Largie, He 

- PAIRS. 

O’Keoto,, D. as Guthrie, R. S. 

Guy, se | Newland, »J., w 


he 


~ Question so resolved in the negative. — 
Amendment negatived. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales) 
{3.5).—1. should like, sir, with your per- 
mission to place on record the fact that 
n the last. division list T was paired with 
Senator Gardiner, but. unfortunately Le 
overlooked the pair until it was too late 
for me to withdraw from the chamber. 
Clause hon toa | 
De gueie | of commis-_ 


course open, because at that, time there 
was no money with which to pay these 
honorary workers in the inauguration of 


‘The country that expects work to. be done 
for nothing will get results akin to the — 
results of those who, in the past, did the 

‘ legislative work of Austraha for noth-~ 


fT trust that they will ae 


B _ soldiers.” 


Pee ing measure, 


e grandson, eranddaughter, stepson, stepdaughter 
brother, 


: aie evan Eee ime wha 


;- contemplated in this Bill 
which 13 vey. Pee C 


oe, on the Aaa a of the Co: 
do not intend to submit 
ments, which would have 


ried. There is, however, an 
fo clause 16 whieh 5 may submit. 
Clause agreed to. set ee 
Clause hs — 


viding for the ese of aaaich wees an 
fits to Australian elders upon | their di 


- pose of: giving “ofteel: Be this Aeky. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTO v 
_toria) [3.7|.—I move | 


That the words “children of. ieaweae eee 
dene soldiers,’” anes 5 and 6, be left 


ing word: — tier lana or pee 
ee of deceased soldiers, or the 
children, or other dope edants of eho 


to the encies Ande of shee 
_ vitally concerned in its enactment. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wale. 
_ Vice-President of the Executive Counce 
_{8.8].—I am not able to accept t 
amendment beeause if it were adopted : 
would carry the Bill very much b On 
the compass of any reasonable repat 
What. the honorable sen 
tor asks the Committee to do is to 


hat bs means of repatriation we shal 


L 


oe after these various clasaen 
" people— 
>. Wife, father, mother, orandiathont grand 


mother, stepfather, stepmother, son, dau 


sister, half-brother, half is 
adopted child, or mother-in- law. ee 


chee to hehe, the proper. way tom 
that case is 2 By an amendment of the Pen 
fon ey “If that provision. is x 
sidered adequate enough, I suggest t 
Senator Bolton that he should move tc 
get an increased pension allowance 
them. I ask the honorable senat 
recognise the difference between the 


ensions ‘Ole. For 
ot accept the amend- 
alled already at the 
ich will fall upon. the 


< they are ‘also to be 
_ with looking after, not only the 
immediate, but very remote, dependants 
the soldiers, it -will make the task 
iply impossible. Tt will complicate 
e scheme to such an extent that it will 
eak down, =~ 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [3. 10) eer 
intend to support the amendment. I do 
not think it is desirable that the law 
ander which this system is to be estab- 
lished should be of a hard and fast char- 
acter. I do not suppose that the repa- 

riation trustees would entertain the idea 
of taking upon themselves the responsi- 
b lity of repatriating the mothers-in-law 
d distant relatives of soldiers who have 
erved in the war. But I can forésee 
eases where it will be very necessary that. 


aw. There is no obligation on the part 
of trustees to extend to all these people 
e advantages of repatriation. but cer- 
sainly the trustees should have the power 
mder the parent Act which we are now 
nsidering to take into consideration cer- 
in cases of very great hardship. In my 
sp ech on the second. reading I cited the 
e of a widow who sent four of her sons 
to the Front. One son has been killed ; 
sons are already wounded, and an- 
er son .is about to go into action. 
Surely if that woman should require as-. 
ance—and I have no doubt that she 
ll—the trustees ought to have the power 
o say that she has rendered such services 
the nation by the voluntary sacrifice of 
1e sons, who were going to bring to her 
in her old age luxury and comfort, that 
she is deserving of some consideration 
other than the hard and fast pension 
which is allowed. | 


Senator Tuomas.—No one objects. to 
hat, but is this the best Bill? 


Senator EARLE.—This Bill is before 
- the Senate now. Without making it 
ompulsory upon the tristees to extend 
any particular benefit to these classes of 
people, at the same time they should have 
he power to do so if the circumstances 
demand it. Hence, notwithstanding the 
si ong protest from the Minister, I intend 
ypport Senator Bolton in trying to ex- 
th powers of the trustees to meet 


y, srt) 


ey should have that power under the » 


Repatriation Bul. 


such cases as those wel he has: just 
mentioned. s 4 

Senator McDOUGALL (New | “South — 
Wales) [3.14].—I intend to support the — 
amendment. I cannot understand the 
explanation by the Minister. ‘The clause. 
reads— 

The Commission may make recommendations _ 
to the Governor-General for regulations ae 
viding for the granting of assistance oe 
That only gives. to. the commissioners _ 
power to make regulations, which, of — 
course, will have to be considered on their 
merits. It is not mandatory that the — 
commissioners shall keep the whole of the - 
dependants of soldiers for all time. We 
know that in the past mistakes have be 
made. America is still keeping the d 


pendants of some soldiers who fought bid 
the Civil War.. | 


Senator Mirien.—Exactly. 


Senator McDOUGALL.—I know “th: 
disability, but this clause does not say 
that the trustees,shall do so. ly. 
empowers the cofamissioners to maki (ee 
commendations to the Governor- General — 
for regulations so that they may grant as- 
sistance. Everybody agrees’ with Sena- 
tor Bolton and myself. that the widow — 
has as much right to be considered as the — 
children, or that the mother of children — 
has as much right to be considered as the 
widow or the children. If it is a good 
thing to have the clause in the Bill it 
will be equally good to have it amended 
in the way which Senator Bolton desires. — 
The adoption of the amendment would 
no detriment to the Bill, and would not 
give rise to the grave results pe ‘by 
the Minister. i: 


Senator NEEDHAM Wee Lae 
tralia) [8.15].—I hope that the amend- 
ment will be carried. We have hea 
something about the necessity for humane 
treatment, and surely honorable senators 
will not overlook the ease of the wife ofa 
man who has laid down his life on the 
battlefield in defence of the Empire! t 
Under the clause, as drafted, the wife is” 
entirely ignored. If it be right that the 
children should be looked after under this 
scheme, it is surely right that the mother 
of those children should be looked after. 
Whilst the men are fighting the great 
battle for the defence of the Empire, their 
womenfolk are, in my opinion, fighting a 
much greater battle. They have to suffer 
anxlety and lence, ee sec ‘the 


‘husband, father, brother, or son has been 
killed or wounded in action. TI think that 


the Repatriation Commission should be 
charged with the work of looking after 


the mother of the soldier’s children as 
well as after the children themselves. 


The acceptance of the amendment would 


secure consideration for the other depen- 


dants of dead or incapacitated soldiers . 
called into ae to apie 


referred to by Senator Bolton, and it 
would be an improvement upon ‘the Bill. 
- Senator Lt.-Colonel BOLTON (Vic-~ 
 toria) [3.18].—The Vice-President: of the 
_ Executive Council referred in a light and 


jocular manner to the genealogical tree 


of the dead or incapacitated soldier. The 


vein in which he has chosen to approach 


the subject does not indicate that he re- 
gards the purpose of the Bill in any very 
earnest spirit. 
attitude ‘upon this question of repatria- 
tion, it gives but poor’ promise of what 
1s likely to be done under the operation of 
the Bill. Many of the dependants of — 
_ dead or incapacitated soldiers, and, pos- 
7  sibly amongst them erandfathers, sisters, 
nieces, and others referred to, may be un- 
able to earn a living for themselves, and 
may have been dependent on the earnings. 
of the dead or incapacitated soldiers: The — 
Minister’s jocularity is entirely uncalled. — 
for, and is not in good taste. & 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
—Vice-President' of the Executive Coun- 
ceil) =[3.20]—I accept in a becoming 
spirit of humility the rebuke which has — 
fallen from the honorable senator who — 
has just resumed his seat. 


_ future to profit by his lectures as to the © 


proper deportment of a member of this 
_ Chamber. 
tors to bear in mind the possibility of 
ereating ‘very serious trouble if we do 
not lay down a clear line of demarcation. 
_ between repatriation and pensions. No 
one can have any personal concern in this 
matter. J am as anxious as is any one 
else to treat in the most liberal way pos- 
sible those who have rendered services of | 
incalculable value to the country. If we 
are to consider individual cases we shall 
ae establish the scheme on firm ground. 

It is necessary that we should adopt a 

definite principle. I have endeavoured 

to adhere to fas eee Mas ee 


: sight of a postman: or a isciah messen-" 
ger lest he should be bringing to them _ 
a message conveying the sad tidings that 


“Tf that is the Minister’s — 


I support the amendment moved by | na 


I hope in granted them, in many cases they 


I should like honorable sena- | 


‘some of the good things of life. = 


| will be oe aes 


repatriation dea D 
one sphere of work, an 3 of pe , 
sions. we should deat with ponte é 
there is to be overlapping 
endless complications. 3p 
vided for the widow of a : dier killed ; 
the Front, and if honorable. senators thi 
that it. is quite insufticient, , surely 
common-sense proceeding | ‘is to inc | 
the amount of the pension, and not ace 


Mg the wom Pensions Act. a nd i 


epon ice of dean or oe 
diers referred to by Senator Bolton, 


sions ait repatriation, to ‘prevent th 
pron enetas of work, and two Deva : 


Senator Be Calegel BOLTON (Wie: 
toria) [8.22].—I have already sai that, 
in my opinion, the matter of repé ) 
cannot be separated from the matters of — 
pensions and amelioration. — . the 
Repatriation Commission come to put 
Be measure into een they will cer- 


amelioration, and repatriation, 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) ra 3 |. 


tor Bolton, because, if the widow or othe! ie 
dependants of dead or incapacitated sol- 
diers are forced to rely on the pensions 


have to struggle along on a mere pittan 
If they received assistance under th re= 
patriation scheme they might b ble» LO 
start in business on their own account just 
as would the returned soldier, 


see why widows and other deper 
the soldiers should not receive aS: § 


ay the war are those made by t Ch 
folk. I think that th 
scheme should embrace ample p: 
for them. I hope that the 


Vise 0 
McDougall; A. 
Needham, E. 
: Teller: 
R. | Bolton, Lt.-Colonel © 
Noss, 

Re Pratten, 
Reid, M. : 
Rowell, Colonel = _ 
Russell, Bade SiS 
Shannon, J. WwW. 


is Pp ue 


5 CG. oe a me Thomas, AD 
fips = Saas Se 
sop Beaune Teller: 
GF | Plain; W. 
PAIRS. 


Guthrie, RS. 
Millen, E. D.. 
Newland, se 


) es algal be a State Renathation 
d for each ae to consist of seven mem- 


s ae number of members of the State 


oO to five, who, I think, should be 
_-for the- “work they will have to 
‘he ‘duties of the. members of 
will take up the whole 
heir time and attention if jus- 


Bet cace tion Commission © 


apply 


oe es = 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
ice-President of the Executive Council) 
see ao not propose to poeupy the 


This Poe is ae 


combine | the assistance 


ee 


passing this clause they will be giving an 


-and of various 


Pee force to the reduction of the 


z he oe that is founded on an_ 
fort t OL. 


. Tees that it is an experi 


ment, s admit es ie is an . innovation, 
but I ask the Committee to recognise that — 
it is part of the scheme, and that | 


opportunity to that experiment to de- 
monstrate whether it is a practicable oO} 
or not. There is no precedent to guid 
us in this matter. It may work out u 
satisfactorily ; on the other hand, it may 
not. It is an expedient which ‘seeks. te 
combine two desirable elements, and I. ap 
peal to honorable senators to let that ex 
periment demonstrate its worth by. actual 
work. ae 
Senator NEEDHAM Avcdea sa 
tralia) [3.32]—Is it the intention of th 
Government to pay the members of | a 
State boards ? 3 
Senator Mirren,—No. ~ oS 
Senator NEEDHAM. aha service 
will be given in an honorary capacity ? 
Senator Minuen.—Yes. As is usual 
with such boards, all their r reasonable « ox 
penses will be met. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—I ako this 
question of the Vice-President of the Exe- 
cutive Council in order that I might kno 
what to do with a projected amendmer 
by Senator O’Keefe in clause 10. ed 
view of the answer which has been giv 
I shall not proceed with that amendmen 
Senator Colonel ROWELL as 
Australia) [3.331-—To: my > mind: 
it be necessary for seven | persons t 
be appointed to the- central commis 
sion, ib is equally imperative tha 
seven members shall be appointed — 
each State board. | These boards, 
presume, will be composed of me 
who possess a knowledge of the land 
trades. Senator Boltot 
has submitted a proposal to reduce th 
number of members of these boards. from : 
seven to five. > fact 


But in view of the 
that seven members are to constitute ae 
central commission, and that the Ste 
boards will not have less work to- do, [ 
shall support the Government on 4 S 
occasion. e 
Senator McDOUGALL ( eee ‘Sout 
Wales) [3.34].—The Vice- President of — 
the Executive Council has stated that th 
members of the State boards will receive 
reasonable expenses. I think that they — 
should be patriotic enough to forego” OE 
enses. Of course, men who have to © 
travel to the Seat of Government should | 
be. Eptmaptecd. their outs of- pokes rr 
dipunen. S gc (he semen es ‘a 


A SS Australian Soldiers’ : 


sro the country ? 


- Senator McDOUGALL,. oe oe he is a 
| Food business man he will lose nothing 
I want these gen- 


by his appointment. 
tlemen to be patriotic. 
speaking yesterday 


When I was 
honorable 


patriotic, and should give their services 
for nothing. I want those honorable 
senators to be consistent. 
to see the number of members 
PS State boards reduced from seven to five. 


Senator Mituen.—The honorable sena- 
tor wishes to limit the opportunity es 
exhibiting patriotism. 


Senator McDOUGALL. tf the Vice- 


President of the Executive Council thinks 


that, by all means let us increase the 


uumber of members on these State boards © 


to twenty-five. At the present time there 
are men engaged in repatriation work who 


ave rendering splendid service for noth-~ 


ing, 


# 


Pa anaae bE Largiz.—Would the honor- 
: able senator expect a working man to 
~ travel from Broken Hill to attend meet- 


“ings of a State board without ei re 


imbursed his expenses ? - 


- Senator McDOUGALL.—Senator 
Dice need not worry on that point. 
There will be no een men aes these 
ce. 


Sonatae Miview! —The honorable sena- 


; tor can accept my assurance that there 
7 will bess 


Senator McDOUGALL.Tf that be 50, 


Mee will have to be paid if they come 
from any part of New South Wales. 
That was one of the arguments which I 


“ment. of paid men to the central Commis- 
sion. - Honorable senators opposite are 
“facing both ways on this question. We 
= cannot expect a working man to lose a 
week in coming from Broken Hill, or 
% Sydney, without ies paid for his ser- 
— wices. 


‘Senator pm Larere.—The members of 


penses. 
ee Senator 


: Sire Tomas, 2 Sappae: that some 
‘person in New South Wales is eigen | 


senators 
_ opposite loudly proclaimed that the mem- 
bers of the central commission should. be 


: oF the provide substantial poritions for » 


honorable senators ae: expect | 


_ aid of a board. Ate seems to shave 
e 
a he possessed a few years ago. 


| of ‘ee own, ition! abe anes 
| urged yesterday in fayour of the appoint-— 


‘the State boards will get oy their ex- 


: McDOUGAEE. — If those | 
Bia b boards etn Oe to sit at ipl os: 


ing to serve. apen: Hic in 
capacity, but not otherw € 


the application of motive-power | to pl 
duction, the people of this country a 
now able to produce, not merely sufficie 
for their own requirements, but suftici 
to keep a large. army in addition. ee: 


one to repatriate returned Siders bu 


the open bail battle for thenpaheet 
venture to say that this is- a case 


zen without we paid for fr 


State boards, oe give their 
gratuitously. ‘Instead of the ee 
being an economical one, it appears to me 
to be an effort to foist a consic ore 


a pipes af this eon | 
rently the Minister can do eae : 
of the most trivial character, wate 


proposed that we shall have, not 
a central Commission, meeting in Me 
Peuries but a board sitting in — Stal te 


oe ee The ost ibe remin a 
of a story I-read in age to fod | 


useful work. One day the cow ro vd 0 vi 
and ee them. nme ; 


eenthie * must be. cae 
that he will not be called ur on t0 
to the details of the scheme. _ oe 
have at his seep) a oS t 


ill do that. 


? i before the Chair is Be constitu- 


LIS 
eee The ‘Geahoatte now before 
Ss not an effort to repatriate returned 


4 to adcdt oe “ ¢o-slow ” i fe of 
e Industrial - eisiphaee of the World, his 


capable of filling them. But there is 
no occasion for him to do that. . The 
ionorahle gentleman is quite able to look 
a fter this matter himself. If he is not, 
he can appoint more men. 


Senator Mirren—There would be 
e flies to crush then. : 
enator GRANT.—I am_ surprised 


hat the cow does not roll over and crush 
me of the flies opposite to me. Nowa- 


es ablishment. of expensive boards. One 
ses to wonder why the working man 
rs that eight hours a day is too long to 
sa’ he observes so many ‘persons 
ing themselves on to boards—so 
ee becoming attached to go- 


r0 k; 


OLY, 1917, Me 


Yet hs wentee 


. commissioners to sit four hours 


days, nothing can be done without the. 


the problem of land settlement. 
has suffered as severely as any, and a 
an oe men 


ve hot an 305 


for the woneae man to labour 1 more fom By: 
per day. eo 

The CHAIRMAN.—Order! Will the He 
honorable senator connect his remarks 
with the proposal before the Chair to re- 
duce the number of members of the State 
boards from seven to five? A 

Senator GRANT.—I am trying to 
point out to honorable senators opposite 
the danger of appointing board after board 
in this manner. If they do the farmers, 
who work long hours producing food for 
these parasites to eat, will say to them- 
selves :—“ What are they, anyhow? If 
they are not going to do any work w 
will cease working ourselves; we will pu 
in only three or four’ hours. day, and 
let these men go out and find food for 
themselves.” Then. these people will be 
in a position of the flies when the co" 
rolled over, and will be squashed out 0: 
existence, 

Senator Lt-Colonel BOLTON (Vie 
toria) |3.46].—I know of a certain hon- 
orary board not a thousand miles from 
here, the whole of the work of which, b; 
reason of the board being honorary, was 
thrown on the shoulders of the secretary, 
who was getting between £700 and £800 a 
year, and the upshot was that he broke 
down utterly in health, and has been away 
from duty now for several months. The 
net result of the honorary system is tha 
somebody else has to do the work, and the 
honorary people get the norogy and glor; 
of if. p 
Senator PLAIN Pica (3. 47). : 
should like to support my colleague, Sen 
tor Bolton, on this occasion, but cannot 
see my way to do so. I look on the State 
Boards as being of even more importance 
than the Federal Commission. Senator 
Bolton desires to get the most. efficien 
board possible, so as to safeguard the 
interests of the soldiers or their depen 
dants in every possible way, but: that Cite. 
not be done merely by appointing a sala-_ 
ried board, as is pr oved by the history of me 
the closer settlement movement) in all 
the States. That matter hag been con- 
trolled and supervised by a salaried board 
in every State, and in every case to date 
the orem has absolutely failed to solve : 
Victoria. 


Royal Commission was recently appointed, on 
to investigate its closer settlement policy. 
That was an b heparan, board, of which T 


was a member. 
‘Inspecting every estate minutely, 


garding his financial position and sur- 
roundings. The result was that in order 
to save the settlement of this country we 
had to write off a huge sum. We 
realized thati it was better to do that, and 


save the settlers and make them contented, © 


rather than Joad and crush them as in 
the past. The closer settlement policy 


of Victoria is to-day on a basis such as_ 


never existed before, and the settlers have 
‘some prospect of making a comfortable 
living, and a home for their families, 


which in the past many of them could — 


not do. J can name men in this State; — 
particularly Mr. Manifold, who would — 
make splendid members of an honorary 
board. I could also name others of equal — 


integrity who would rather submit to have © 


their heads chopped off than deceive re-— 
turned soldiers. [If an honorary board 
is created of men of the capacity and in- 


tegrity of Mr. Manifold, the future of . 


these settlers can be safely left in their 


hands. 


so many applications will be put in, and > 


so much influence will be brought ie beazs 


that valuable time will be lost, and men 
may be selected who have not had the - 
-hecessary experience, although desirous of _ 
doing their best in the interest of the sol- | 
diers, and the whole business will fail. 
If we are going to follow a system that i is” 
likely to break down our closer settile- 
‘ment policy in the future, we shall be 
doing a great injustice to the future gene- 
rations of this State. That is what I 
wish to avoid, and that is why I am not 
-yoting with my colleague on this occasion. 
If the boards are reduced to five we shall 
not get so many men with wide experi- 
ence, and there is always the risk that ill- 
“ness” may reduce the number of those who | 
ean attend to two or three. : 

oy Question—That the word “ seven ” pro- 
posed to be left out be left out—put. 
The Committee divided. 


X 


> 


it oe ape ee ce, 
de Notas. 3. yous ean 
Majority Nght s oe os : 12 
" Ayea. 


ahs. Te Cslonsl Needham, BE. 4 
Maughan, W. J. RB. 


McDougall, A 


I gave two solid years +6. 
and ~ 
taking evidence from every settler re- 


after the word ‘“‘ State.” 


If, however, the Government have — 
to call for applications for paid positions, — 


land that has already been bought. 


clause <1 


Heke: ‘R. ace ae 
Crawford, ci Ww 
Earle, J. ie - 
Fairbairn, (eS es S ae 
Foll, H. a As 
Henderson, G. eae a Se 
Keating, J. H. | Thomas, J. oe 
Lynch, Po J. a 

Pearce, 6 eid i 


Gardiner, A. : 
J 


‘oy ote Doe 


‘Arpeniiinent ned” 
Clause agreed to. Sas 
Clauses 10 and i agreed to. : 
Glause 12-2 are ee : 
1. The Governor-General may appoint loca 
committees within a State. 


Senneae MILLEN nee South Wal es— 
_ Vice-President of the Executive Council) 
‘|3.57|.--T move—= 
That the words “ or Tarritorys 


Senator GRANT (New Soutl 
[3.58].—I support the amendme: 
Canberra, we have an area of ab iv 
square ny of land, leas up ie 


whieh I ink it is Pender ton ; 
made application for, but have. not 
received, a report from Mr. Allen, F- 
Inspector, New South Wales, or Mr. W 
_kinson, the Commonwealth Analyst, 
to the quality of the soil, which I b 
is suitable for fruit-growing and 
purposes. From my own personal 
ledge of the country, I know it is in | 
respects as good. as, and I have no 
in some respects superior to, some of | 


Amendment agreed £0. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel — BOLTON 
toria) [3.59].—I move— — ee 

That the following words - be a 
each of such committee: 
consist of ‘eight persons, half of who hal 
returned soldiers within: the meaning of t 
Act.”’ 


As these focal committees: will h ve 
_ responsibility, I presume, of prep 
most of the cases for repatriation, re 
turned soldiers should be represen 
them, and although the Minis 
~ said ‘this will be. SnG) oe ne 


When. the rane of the division had been 
_ announced, the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) asked: Mr. Hughes across the table: 
“Shall we ever have a chance of a vote on the 
in question: of the appointment of a Com- 
sion.” ‘I will provide a day for you to 
cuss Dr. Mannix and Critchley Parker any 
e you like,” was: Mr. Hughes’ reply. ; 


s that a correct report of the reply of 
e Prime Minister? 


Ee HUGHES.—The rene is incor- 
feet told: L tho honorable. member that 


aware that ‘certain newspapers 
printed and cireulated in Great Britain 
—notably the Nation and the Labour 
Leader—are refused admission to this 
country? Does he approve 
crimination against Australia and other 
: minions in . this matter? 


ai newspapers are at aaa nae ais 
| It may be that they fall 
S tihin the class of journals which publish 


ore Eee .—Then why is their cir- 
culation allowed in ee 


ae he Be ieee. as aatingasied 
m the nationalist, party in Ireland, 
. the Labour Leader TepTeSas that 


_ enterprise will be launched immediately. 


of. dis- 


: statements tending to seriously prejudice | 


agreement. 
- ployer I 


59T Re 
ninien to de Hel Bierce oe Aus. 

tralia and the Empire than the utterances | 
of those two gentlemen. gee ee 


- SHIPBUILDIN G. 


- Mr. RILEY,—Is the Poe Minister. 
in a position to make a statement as to 
when our pe res ee 
start ¢ 

Mr. HUGHES. —I think that Thurs: 
day next is the date fixed for receiving the 
replies of the various unions that have 
been consulted. Yesterday was the day. 
fixed originally, but the engineers asked 
for an extra week, because they found it 
necessary to take a ballot on the questions 
submitted to them. I have advised all 
the States of the position, and, in antici- 
pation of the acceptance of our proposals 
by the unions, requested them to clear 
what clips they have, or in the case of 
existing slips that are not suitable fo 
the class of vessel to be laid down, to make 
such alterations as may be necessary. 
Preparations are also in hand for pro- 
curing and storing material needed in the 
earlier stages of shipbuilding. In short, © 
all the preliminary steps are being taken e 
in the expectation that the unions will 
co-operate, and when the favorable deci- 
sion of the unions has been received, the 


Mr. FALKINER.—What guarantee — 
has the Prime Minister received from the 
unions that they will perform what the 
promised? The other day their repre 
sentatives refused to take the word of the 
right honorable gentleman; ee then, 
should he take their word? = 

Mr. HUGHES.—I have, and can: he 
no other guarantee than the recognition 
by the men. that their interests are as 
much involved in this matter as are’ thos 
of the community generally. No 


can justly accuse me of building ext "a- 


vagant hopes on arrangements with or- | 
ganized labour because Tr know from long a 
experience that in every union there are 
foolish persons ever ready to- counsel 
ill-advised courses, but I am_ satis- 


fied that if the unions accept our pro- — 


posals they will do so with a clear under- — 
standing of what is involved, and that 
there will be no organized departure 
from any of the terms of an accepted : 

“Were Ia private em- 
. should, 


by | tha unions of the -Government’s | 


) Hiden that nothing in the way of labour 
~ troubles” need be feared. I cannot, of 
course, guarantee that there will be no 
One from the agreement, if made, 
but I have never known men to give more 
- serious consideration to a project, or to 
be more in earnest in wishing to co- 
operate, than were those with whom I 
conferred in regard to this matter. - 


— Mr. FENTON.—What Department » 
will control the shipbuilding industry ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—The vessels to be con-- 
structed are to be standardized, and the 
industrial conditions to be observed dur-_ 
ing their construction will be the same in 


the Commonwealth, the State, and pri-_ 


vate dockyards. Ships under construc- 
tion in the Commonwealth dockyards will, 
of course, be under the control of the 
Minister for the Navy, the others will be 
under State or private control, subject 
to a general supervision, for ‘which T 
shall be responsible. The Minister for 
the Navy reminds me that we are now 
- settling the industrial conditions, arrang- 
ing for the supply of materials, preparing — 


se and taking other preliminary steps. | 


_ Mr. Frenron.—lf the proposal does not 
ee fruit, will private shipbuilders be al- 
lowed to undertake the construction of the. 

: “necessary vessels ? 


Mr. Joseex Coox Any one may 
tal under the conditions when we have 
settled them. 

Mr. HUGHES.—The State authorities 
and private individuals will be virtually 
contractors for the carrying out of our 
work, and we shall see that the industrial 


conditions as stated in the agreement are 


observed and that the vessels are con- 
ee ed according to specification . 


DUTY ON CA \TALOGUES. 


able member for Parkes- asked a question 
about the collection by the Postmaster- 
- General's Department of duty on. cata- 
_logues. JI am informed that section 35 


oe the Customs Act provides that— 


be 


be subject to the control of the 
equally with goods otherwise imported. * 

-Catalognes | and cirenlars are specifically 
“provided for in the Tariff. If imported 


proposals, embark on the enterprise Son 


_know what is ci on. > 18 


has been asked to supply the info: 


Me JENSEN. —Yesterday, the honor- 


Goods imported through the Post Office shall. 
Customs - 


m the United Kingdom, these goods are sh ab aa ies “iy we t 


or 35 oe cent. , whichever 

higher amount, and, if ‘from 
tries, at the rate of 410d. a) 
cent. The volume which 
hand is a sample of some of the 
logues that are sent through the 
Many of them weigh as much as 1 
15 Ibs. each, and are expensively a 


great weight, and because hoy are tax. 
able under the Customs Tariff Act, tha 
the Postal Department is taking 

action complained of. See: | 


Mr. WATKINS.—Is it not a tans that 
for some time past these catalogues 3 
been sent direct to clients m Austr 
instead of through agents, the manufe 
turer thus saving postage? — 


Mr. WEBSTER.—As the subect 
rather intricate, 1 ask the honorable mem. 
ber to put his. pon on the 
paper. 8 Se 
Mr. Pagar. yee is referred | to. is a 
_ ordinary business course. : 


Mr. WERSTER=No, it 2 n 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime Mini 


cbt notice— 


made ‘by the Gaivchinnead se Maas 
don Bros. Ltd., Relby-lane,. Sydney, an 
Colonial - “ Combing, Spinning, 
Company Ltd., 62 Pitt-street, ‘Sydney, 
_in-the profits accruing. from the’ <i 
tops? 


Mr. UGHES. aie Wool Cor 


but it is not yet to hand. 5 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Wee 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


How many pounds of wool tops” 
bounty was paid were exported from A 
to Japan during the period from ae mu: 
1908, to 31st December, oe vgs ae 


Mr. JENSEN. The 


being Paetya ie Upeemin 1 ya pe 


ie 


Vhether, in order. Pant eee 
proper consideration to the proposals 
Government, as announced in conne 
the War-time Profits Tax Assessmer 


prepared ae | 
(a) The quantity of apples now in cool 
storage in Australia; 
(0) The owners of stocks so stored; 
(c) The time the fruit has been in storage? 


rantity of this fruit so as to relieve the pre- 
sent short supplies on the open market? 


“Mr. JENSEN—The answers to the 


honorable member's questions are as fol- 


me Ves. 2 
aye The matter will be considered. 


ENTERTAINMENTS TAX. 
Soutprers REcEPTION. © 
. WATKINS asked the Treasurer, 


on notice 


What is the reason that local entectal iments 
Id by farewell and reception committees are 
ought under the Entertainments Tax Act, 
ing they are purely for the benefit of soldiers 
g ing to and returning from the front? 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—The Acting 
Yommissioner of Taxation states that— _ 
Any entertainments which are held by public 


mmittees for sending off or welcoming home 
soldiers, are being treated as exempt from tax 


i the entertainment do not exceed 50 per cent. 
of the receipts; also, that.such entertainments 
are exempt from tax under section 124 of the 
Act, if the whole of the takings are devoted for 
e benefit of the soldiers, without any charge 
on the ‘takings for any expenses of the enter- 
tainment. ey 


Shae WAR PENSIONS. - 
Mr. LAMOND asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Defence, upon 
notice— 

-}. Whether the Minister’s attention has heen 
lled to the refusal of pensions to returned 


oldiers, and ‘other members of the Expedi- 
tionary Forces on the grounds that their “ in- 


connexion with warlike eprrasons go: 
at et Whether the Minister will take early steps 


under section 13. of the Act, when the expenses . 


capacity was not the result of employment in 


RAILWAYS BILL. 


Snconp Reaping. 


if 7 
Debate resumed from 26th July Gabe ms 
page 569), on motion by Mr. Warr— 


That this Bill be now read a second time 


Mr. J. H. CATTS (Cook) [11. 17].—1 
appreciate the fact that the introduction 
of this Bill is another and an important 
link in the development of Australian 
nationalism. I also appreciate the man- 
ner in which the measure has been intro- 
duced by the Minister, and the informa- 
tion he has supplied to the House. The 
first thing that strikes my notice is that 
the figures given by the Minister are the 
amplest. vindication of the day-labour 
system in the construction of this national 
undertaking. The. honorable gentleman 
has given an explanation and justification 
for the inerease of expenditure on its con- 
struetion over and above what. was origin- 
ally estimated. If honorable members 
will take the speech of the Minister, and 
add up the figures, they will find that 
there a very small-amount is unaccounted — 
for. It is also to be borne in mind that, 
after the estimate was made, the cost of — 
material, labour, and everything else for 
the construction of the line, increased very 
much indeed. ae 

The Minister admitted that, in one of 
its important aspects, this is a defen 
line, and I am glad to noté that some 0. 
the ‘Ministers, 2 16 any rate, have not alto- 
gether forgotten that there are interest te 
in Australia that need to be attended to, — 
and that one of these is preparation for a 
the defence of the country. Just as expendi 
ture on any national work is very largel; 
wasted if that work is stopped in th 
middle, and does not accomplish its pur. 
pose, so it would be a great mistake if 
stopped short at the arranging of our de- — 
fence lines. Ft ought to be the beginning of 
railway building as one of the great be 
on which the defence system of the co 
try must be reared. It is now severa 
years ago since the present High Com. 
missioner, tha Honorable Andrew Fishe 
recognised — the absolute’ necessit; 
Leader of the Government, for the con- 
struction of strategic railways” in various | 
parts of Australia. But it ig one of the 
evidences of the desertion of Australia’s 
best interests that we have heard nothing 
about those strategic railways which the 
Leader of the then forge: - told 


us. ‘were urgently see “Apparently 


ject which it was agreed on all sides was 
absolutely essential.. I hope the matter 
- will not be altogether forgotten. 


_ The unifying of our railway gauges hag 


oe a question of pressing urgency for 


many years; and every day it is allowed 


to remain in abeyance the vital interests 


of the country are being neglected. There 
are difficulties-in the way, but the Gov- 


_ nothing 18 being done to further a pro- 4 


_- sight 


ernment is charged with the responsibility — 


of the defence of Australia, and the pre-— 
Although the 
difficulties are great they are not beyond 
the power of the Commonwealth to solve, 
and the Commonwealth has a better op- 


- parations for that defence. 


mobilized for~ defence. 


portunity for solving them,~with the — 


authority it has to-day, than it ever had 
before, and probably more than -it will 


have, when the war has subsided. 


_ The whole of the railways of the Com-_ 
monwealth must inevitably come under 
The necessity of © 
defence should make that fact apparent. 
now; and the time to prepare for changes | 
of this kind is not when the enemy is at 
_ our gates, but when we have time at our 


Commonwealth control. 


disposal, 


Mr. Herrmann. ue ee were not 


: pete the control of the Government in 


ngland, and yet the Government took | 


charge of them at the outbreak of the 


rege 
war. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—It is very late ia 


the day when war breaks out for the Com- 
monwealth to take over the Hie Sie 
of the railways. aS 

Mr. Fowter. 
tem ready for any contingency. 


Me J CATTS. Galie sox but ate 
Yr. Quite pe ue Government to do? In J uly last 


ae nothing is ready. 


Mr. Fowurr. EE peta be 


" made without taking over the railways. 


_ tion. To start an entirely new system of 


‘Management over a continent like this, to — 
: meet such an emergency as the BS Joe 


of war, is to invite disaster. 


been represented at conferences, and asked 
to prepare for such an emergency. 


“Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I know that, but, 
so far as I can gather, nothing serious 
lias been done i in 1 the > WATE oe DEP OR 


* Mr. J. H. CATTS.—We should be pre-_ 


pared by years of practice and co-ordina- 


- Mr. Warr.—The State railways ad- 
oe ministrations have, on several occasions, 


sent war has shown that no nation | 


_ say the Government ought to. do? 


Government ought to prepare for the ¢ 
_ fence of Australia, and. it is ke 


There should ie a sys- 


Government to do? Ae 


_-whole manhood of Australia for hone ae 


view a information at the dis 
. Government. 


: Sea he » 


-her workshops ready, so that the whol 


that a nation “should be an armed 


Ko 
aby 


Minister came back, 


Neer 


war has. been lees head Of * ) 
in organizing national resources, — 
Practically the whole of the engineering — 
aes of Sea had contracts: divided 


neces output of munitions. ee did 
not wait until the outbreak of war to ge 


of the nation’s resources could at once be 
For this G 
many was preparing for years. 


Mr. Arcurpatp.—Do you. nea 


Ss 


racks? 
Mr; JH CATTS. ol 5 jae th 


present time can afford to be unprepared 
for such an event as war. I regard Aus- 
tralia as in danger to-day; and _pr 
tions for the defence of the countt 
absolutely urgent. That is one. 
reasons why Tam bitterly opposed to 
Government, which I regard as the most 
un- Australian this country ever ha : 
is absolutely neglecting the moras interenbs ; 
of Australia, 


Sir WILLIAM Ewa ae ae : 


Mr. Ji- H. CAPES. T say th. 


lutely nothing. 


Mr, J. H. CATTS.—What : eee | 
ernment decided upon the trainin 


fence; this was deliberately de 


led ir 
oe) roses tah 


The Gaver: the 
same Prime Minister as now, b 
absence from the Commonweal 
was a little ‘more use lianis 


Australian Acta 


overboard. oases 


Mr. FaLxrner. nd other ee ‘oat 
Mr. J. H. CADETS. —But this was the 
most urgent. 
sion that the reason for this attitude of 
the Government is that there are too 


in it, and that they are dominating the 
_ Administration. There appears to be no 
balance of the duties we owe the Empire 
~ and Australia. It is all for the Empire 
and nothing for Australia. 

Mr. Josrpn Coox.-—Pause | 


to say! 


1 Slee Gea CATTS.—I am not saying 


this because I desire to be offensive; 


and I hope the honorable member will be- 
lieve me when I say that I have no per- 
sonal feeling against any member of the 
House. I ‘have certainly no feeling 


against the right honorable member for 


_ Parramatta. 
Mr. Joserpu Coox.—You have a pecu- 
liar way of dissembling your love. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I remind the honor- 
4 aula member for Cook that the Bill re- 
lates to the construction and management 
of Commonwealth railways. 
~ Mr. J. H. CATTS.—And the construc- 
 ¢ion and management of Commonwealth 


‘@ railways is a matter vitally concerned 


\ with the defence of Australia. 
~ Mr. SPEAKER.—This Bill does not 
deal with the defence of’ Australia, and 


it would not be proper to discuss defence, - 


except so far as it might be connected 
with the question before the House. 
Mr. Josrpu Coox,—A lot of water has 
Rat ised under the bridge since the honor- 
able member desired to pay employees on 
the railways 8s. per day. 
Mr J. H. CALTS. Bh 
: living has very largely increased. 
Mr. Maruews.—The minimum wage 
in the State railways then was 6s. ve 
day. 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—The minimum 
wage at that time was less than 8s., and 
~ when I moved for a minimum of 8s, per 
_ day and a maximum working day of eight 
hours, there was no railway system in 
7” Australia that had that. principle in 
- operation. Even to-day there are shifts 


* ralian railway system. 
Mr. Herrmann, —Shifts of ten and 


ae AAS ie CATTS. —Yes. 
Mr. Hurrmann.—That is not true. 


IT have come to the conclu- 


many gentlemen from the British Isles_ 


for a 
moment and think of one nastier. 


ment. 


the cost of 


of ten and twelve hours on every Aus- 


Mr. J. a CATTS.—Are there not 
night officers on the Western Australian — 
railways working more than eight hours? 

Mr. Herrmann.—-One small section is — 
doing so. : 

Mr, J.. H. CATTS.—The 
member had better be careful. 
my statement, and me had fom 
retract. Fo 

Mr. Herrmann.—Listening to the ion bee 
orable member, I judged him to be an — 
expert, particularly in defence. oe. 


Mr. J H OATTS1 may 6H ee 


honorable member that I had much to do 


with the railway organizations of Aus- — 
tralia over a number of years, and I think 


1 am as well informed as any other ae 
orable member about the industrial con- 
ditions of the Australian railway sys- 
I repeat that there is not one rail- 
way system in the Commonwealth that 
has a maximum working day of eight 
hours, and I endeavoured at the very In- 
ception of the Commonwealth railway 


tems. 


system to lay down conditions which 
would be based on a recognition of a 
maximum working day of eight hours. 


Another reason why I think the rail i< 


ways of Australia must inevitably come 
under Commonwealth control is 
ciated with the unification of the State 
debts. The Commonwealth has ; 
upon the unification of State debts, al- — 


though the Government have done no- cs 


thing to carry that proposal to completion. 


Sir Wirrt1am Irvine.—That unification ~~ 


merely means a_ bookkeeping arrange- a 


Mr. J2°H CATTS “Yeo; but. tie ee 


nance conditions arising ae of this : a 
war will probably compel the unification ae 


of Australian finance. 
. Sir Wittiam Irvine.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—And the pressing 


‘problem of defence will tend in the direc- 


tion of Commonwealth control of the rail 
ways. These two great factors are operat- — 
ing towards the one end, and that is Com-— 
monwealth control of the railways of Aus- 
tralia and the debts associated with them. 
Although this east-west railway has 
cost the Commonwealth a large amount 
of money, I hope that the staff and 
equipment will not be dispersed, but that — 
the work of constructing the north-south 
line will be proceeded with. It would be 
false economy to scatter the staff all over 


Australia, haying regard to the fact that 


honorable 
He denied 


aSsO= 


decided — : 


“as an efficient organization. 
i ges we should largely add to the staff, 


ferred, and the north-south line should 


- be proceeded with, in sections, as fast as - 
I am certain we 
There is no doubt that. 


~ the staff can build’ it. 
ean do that. 
hese is a large amount of wealth in Aus- 
tralia which could be exchanged in such a 
way as to provide for the financing of the 
_ whole of these national railways, inelud- 
‘ing the north-south line, as well as the 
~ changes of gauge. 
south line as being of urgent importance, 
equally with the one from east to. west. 
There is also the line from Jervis Bay 


to the Capital, and the linking up of the 
Pa with the main line to Melbourne. 


That also is a work of urgent importance. 
- Portion of the line has been built, and it 


would be certainly a waste of ‘the expen- 


diture incurred up to date if that line 
were to be left in its present incomplete 


state. | 
-I do not see why both the east- 
west and the north-south railways 


should not be regarded as developmental 
lines. 


the growing of wheat and wool, but, ac- 
cording to geological experts, ‘Australia 
should be the greatest oil-producing coun- 


try in the world.. I understand that the. 
great oil wells come from sunken sea 


~ forests. ‘There- are forests in the ocean 
_sonilar. to those on land, and as convul- 
sions of the earth have taken place, and 
ee sea beds have risen, those forests have 
been covered over, and big strata of oil 
have been created. 


- Mr. Fowrer.—There are a good many 

_ conflicting theories on that point. _ 
Mr J. H. CATTS.—I believe there are 
strata of oil in Australia. 

Mr. Joszru Coox.—The trouble is that 
we have indications of oil all over Aus- 
tralia, and cannot get it. 
eee Mr. a. He. CATTIS. —“Becanse. the: va 
_ vernment employ a man who knows 
nothing about oil, and spends £65,000 in 
: ee for it. 
- employment of an oil expert. — 
logy has been specialized. i 
_ Mr. Joszen Coox.—The present Go- 


Oi Be0- 


ay did not the “panos member at 


toe: it et ove been Siatiat ie oe 
I do not say 


- but in its present state it should be trans. 


I regard the north-. 


Previously our ideas of develop; 
ment have associated themselves only with 


“Commonwealth railway, which 


The first essential is the ~ 
- wheat and wool, ote we ATS. 


vernment did not. employ this expert. 


tend to this mat 
six years in office 


Mt. Jy. 


now, ee as. 

Mr. - Joseru Coox. —Eve ythin 
say is a vote a censure on ess adm. 
tration. | ‘ee 


it is. ot found that a the Seed 
of the Union Oil Conpaar ae ie 


prominent position, 

tion with me he 
was utterly useless 
ordinary geological expert to tes 
try for oil, No Ane 


oil business has. developed i in ‘suc “ 
that it is essential for an expert oil ge 
logist to be employed. I believe that i 
South Australia there are large de 
of ow athens oil, ae will ne 


numerous Pe ee aap have b 
down in Australia. strack oil? 


My Jd. WH, CATES _ va th 
have not been — in ae a Be 


bed. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Lars ‘ioe, 
oil has nothing to do. with, the 
wealth railways. — : 


cil is Srhauintad th * purp: 


as a developmental ae ee : 


ie i am oaked | in Gee 
to the development of our oil d 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The hono: 
ber will not be in order in discus 
rally the production of oil, thoug 
refer to. that incidentally i in co 


Conti oreaeeiete railways. és 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—Ap 
have been taught to speak : 


eee to. them. 
My. 


istries, as subjects for cen in 
mnexion with the railway, he would not 
be in order in disenssing the question of 
a vool growing or the relative merits of dif- 
~ ferent clips of wool, for instance, al- 
- though he might refer. to the development 
of the wool industry in its relation to 
Ee ronmenlth railways. 
& Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I am sorry that I 
* am so dense that so often: when I rise to 
si oa you consider it necessary, Mr. 
Speaker, to call me to order, because my 
remarks are not relevant to the question 
under discussion. 
my denseness that I think I have noticed 
the : same tendency much more aggravated 
on the part of some other honorable mem- 
‘bers without correction. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
cable member must discuss the Bill. - 
Mr. J. H. CATTS. a1, will say no 
“more. 
ee MT, 
4 field) [11.44].—In moving the second 
reading of the Bill, the Minister informed 
the House that he regarded the railway 
asalegacy. Unfor tunately, the country 
and Parliament are very seriously con- 


cerned in this legacy, and. whilst I know 


af 


ese Hot responsible for anything that was 
done until just recently, the very mention 
eet the railway as a legacy indicates some 
st, for a perfectly clear understand- 
ing as to how Parliament and the country 
stand i in relation to the cost of the line. I 
ery much regret to say that the informa- 
~ tion before us is altogether inadequate to 
justify this House in dealing with such 
an important: question, involving as it 
: Pads the creation of a new and costly. 
‘ ae Department, which, if not un- 
necessary, is, at all events, inadvisable in 
these times of financial stress and strain. 
_ Mr. Warr.—It involves nothing of the 
sort. 
vali 


RICHARD FOSTER.—The re- 


It may be also part of. 


RICHARD FOSTER (Wake- 


that the Minister, in his official capacity, 


| be relied on. 


ae of the honorable member who has 


191%] = Bill. _-603 os 


is not the opinion. cot the se of hie - 


tralia. We ought to have a very rigid 
inquiry in order to ascertain whether the 
adoption of the day-labour principle will — 

be justified in the construction of future — 

railways. In passing, I may onthe 
that, when an expenditure of about | 
£2 000, 000 had been involved in the build- 
ing of this tail way, Mr. Joseph Timms, — 

a well- known railway contractor, in fact, — 
the largest in Australia, wrote. to the s 
then Prime Minister offering to, build the — 
line according to the departmental sche- - . 
dules for £2,000,000. a 


Mr. J. H. Carrs.—The Goterntan 
would have had to spend another 
£1,000,000° afterwards, in order to be 
things ‘right. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. a have 10 
doubt that the Gevernment have spent — 
more than another £1,000,000 already, 
without the assistance of Mr. Timms. The 
offer was referred by the Ministry of the 
day to the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Bell, 
and he recommended that it be not enter- 
tained, and that he be allowed to on 
out the work departmentally. He re-_ 
ported that no saving would be effected 
by accepting Mr. Timms’ offer. 


My. 
Mr. Timms gutloted for a section of tha. 
line, and the Government have since con-_ ‘ 
structed it at a saving of £25,000. ae 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — Any one 
who knows anything about railway a 
knows that such things are not uwncom- 
mon. If the Department has not suffi- 
cient skill to protect itself, it should not 


Warr.—What was iis 
Mr. Timms’ offer? 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It_ was” ae 
submitted on the 9th November, 1914. re * 
am very anxious, in the interest of econo- _ 
mical expenditure, and of the country, 
that the greatest fairness should be. ex- | 
tended to any one who has had the carry- 
ing out of this work at times when diffi- 
culties have been abnormal.. On four or _ 
five occasions, | have addressed the House _ 
on this subject at considerable length, — 
and I have always made allowance for ~ 
the abnormal conditions that have pre- 
vailed in connexion with this work; but — 
I seek to have those abnormal conditions ‘ 
submitted to the most rigid scrutiny, be=v= 
cause, if day abou is a success in the — 


Mr. ae : of ne 


eo 


| Railways | 


: ee of railways, it should con-— 
tinue; but if it is not a success, we should — 


know. where it has failed. My honor- 


able friends opposite should be quite satis- 


fied with a reasonable proposition of that 


- nature. 


After making his offer, Mr. Timms 
waited on the Prime Minister of the day, 


and dealt with some of the objections. 


raised in Mr. Bell’s report. 
submitted by Mr. 
from a man of no substance. 
first cominunication to the Government, 


The offer 


he informed them that he was prepared | 


to make a deposit of £50,000, and also to 


allow another £50,000 to be kept back out — 


of the progress payments. In _ other 
words, he offered to put up £100,000 as a 
guarantee of good. faith. 

"Mr. Warr.—Has the honorable mem- 
ber carefully read the offer? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Yes; and 
I discussed it with the Government of the 
da 

Mr. Warr.—Did the offer include rails 
and sleepers ? 

Me RICHARD 
doubtedly not. Mr. 


FOSTER. — Un- 
Bell dealt with that 


matter. Mr.Bell, in recommending thati the 
effer be turned down, had it in his mind 


that the line would be built, as he had 


built many railways in Queensland, by — 


the small contract, or butty-gang system. 

Mr. Wiarr.—lIf the honorable member 
will make a calculation he will see that 
the cost of rails and sleepers alone would 
some to thé amount which he has men- 
tioned. 

Mr. 
erable Minister has not followed my re- 
marks closely. I said that to the date of 
the offer the Government were involved 


in an expenditure of £2,000,000, which — 


included the cost of rails and sleepers. 
Mr. Wart.—Very few of them. All the 

_ rails and sleepers had not been acquired. 

at that date. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. Ey any 
rate, the bulk of the sleepers had been 

contracted for by that time. I have a 

atatement dealing with the excessive cost 


of material due to the war, and it shows 


- that 800 miles of rails and 900 miles of 
sleepers were arranged for, delivered, and 
_ paid for a very long time ago. 
Mr. Warr.—Not by the end of 1914. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—No; but 
_ es portion OF them were. Of 


Timms was not one’ 


In: hig’. 


RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon-— 


ter of PRS mene 


[REPRESENTATIVES ap ee 


course, we ‘ahotlld: fave aft’ this: info 
tion on the table of the House. I am 
trusting largely to memory and to such: 
scraps of information that I shave bee : 


much like to offer, and vtaeh should b 
offered before we proceed very ses. fu 7 
er pe this Bill. 7 
‘Watt.—lIf the honorable: memt 
ar ‘Tet me know exactly what inform 
tion he desires I will endeavour to got it 

for him. a 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Exactly; 
but I remind the Minister that in his rush. 
of business he has overlooked the fact that 
five weeks ago I asked him for a return of 
the operations of the Traffic Department 
which Department was instituted when 
the right honorable member for Parra- 
matta was Minister for Home Affairs, 
over three years ago. From time to t 
I have asked for, and obtained, returns 01 
the results of he operations, and five weeks 
ago I asked the present Minister whethe: 
he would see that I had, as soon as Ppos- 
sible, the figures brought. UR to the oor 0: 
the financial year. Ve: 
_ Mr. Warr.—tIt has not been poss : 
to secure the information yet. ee 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—It 8 
possible to secure it immediately wh 
asked for it on previous occasions. ae 
mit that it was obtained by telegraph. 
Mr. Wartt.—lIt was only approximate 
As the work proceeds from the rail hea 
it becomes harder and hardér to suppk 
the information speedily. The ln 
nearly 500 miles out from rail head 
each end. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The traiz 

do not travel the whole distance. The re 
turns: have generally come from he: 
western end by the ordinary mail, and 
from the eastern end A direct rail : 


ae 
an co 


next week. . 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. _T 
not sufficient justification for nob 
all the facts before this House before 
dispose of the Bill. If we reali ou 
responsibilities to the country on thi me u 


a the matter with ae the honorable 
member is dealing. He is talking about 
the construction of the line, and its past 
history. 

~ Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—What I 

vam talking about has everything to do 

with the Bill. The cost of the line 1s re- 
dated to the prospective revenue and the 

_ question whether the result will be loss or 

fain. 

is Mr. Tonon a bid not. the honorable 

member want an additional 30 miles of 

line built from Port Augusta to Quorn, 
so that the We Pops might be built 
= there? 

a Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —I secured 
an inquiry into that matter, and it 
prevented, at all events for the present, an 
expenditure of _ £266,000, for which an 
expenditure of something under £40,000 
has been substituted. 

Mr. Tupor.—lt was ey better to 
put the workshops at Port Augusta than 

- at Quorn. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —The ee 
orable member was a member of the Go- 
- vernment which approved of the expendi- 
ture of £266, 000° over a perlod of two 

is years. 
3 Mr. Tupor.—On workeiene 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Cabinet 

- did not know anything moye than the fact 

_ that the money was to be spent on work- 

shops. 

_ Mr. Tupor.—Where did the honoree 

-. member desire the workshops to be built? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Where 

experts should decide was the best place. 
Mr. Poyntron.—Were the gentlemen 

who made the examination experts? 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—One of the 
experts was the Assistant Chief Mechani- 

__ ¢al Engineer of Victoria, who has had in- 

_~ finitely more practical experience than 


ae any expert in the employment of the 


_ Federal Government to-day has had in 
"> that direction. ~ 

_ Mr. Warr.—I am embarrassed ; there 
are so many honorable members eho eeein 
to know more about some phases of this 
question than I do. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It should 
embarrass the Minister. I have never 
geen a more excellent recommendation 
_ than that which was given by the present 
‘ Minister for Works and Railways to the 


time being” 
fifty years. 


expert to whom the honuietle member 
for Grey has referred. 

Mr. Pornton.—Yet he said that Port 
Augusta was the ga place for the 5 
workshops. es 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER,—While he = 
said that, he also recommended cutting — 
down the £266,000 approved of by the ~ 


Cabinet of the "day to something under — 
£40,000. 


Mr. Pornron.—Yes, for. the dines 
being. oes 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—No man 


in this House knows bettér than the hon- 
orable member for the district that ye is 
will probably be another — ce 


In aah eee this Bull, the Minister 2 
made a brief historical reference to the — 
east-west railway. The original esti- — 
mates of the cost of constructing the line © 
were in the region of £4,000,000. There — 
was one estimate of about £4, 000, 000, and 
another of £4,500,000, but, “exclusive ser : 
rolling- stock—except for a limited supply 
—the estimate was a little over £4,000,000. 
That estimate has been sneered at on 


“many occasions since the work was under- 


taken, but the fact remains that a con- 
ference of five State engineers-in- -chief— _ : 
all the States except Tasmania being re- 
presented—was responsible for the basis 
on which it was made. TI invite honor- " 
able members to examine it in the light of 
the action of the present Engineer-in- . 
Chief of Commonwealth Railways in- 
turning down Mr. Timms’s offer, and pe . 
see what opinion he then held as to the : 
probable cost of the railway. These State — 
engincers-in-chief, meeting in conference, — 
determined what would be a fair esti- 
mate, having regard to the information at 


their disposal, and they were certainly — 


not without data for their guidance. The — 
Railway Departments of Western Aus- 
tralia and South Australia were called — 
upon to assist them, and they furnished — 
such data as an intimate experience of — 
the two States through which the roiay 


‘was to pass could enable them to supply. 


No more reliable information could have — 
been submitted at that time to the con-— 
ference. : 
Mr. Ritxy. Was the information.¢ com-_ 
plete? , 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—It was as 2 
complete as it could be*at the time. The 
honorable member will age that the: 


oe South als eile to know Hee 


about their own States than the engineer- — any event, ay 
in-ohief: of New South Wales or be dieein though it is a “narrow-gauge ought t 
land. have cost more, since it passes through 
Mr. Arcurpatp.—What instrnetions | lot of difficult country. It oes throug oo 


| rae they receive? Pichi Richi Pass, Hookina Pass, and 
Me RIORBARD OSTER. —The in- difficult stretches of country, wherea 
structions are set out in the. parliamen- — ‘east-west railway, practically from a 
tary papers, which have been available — ginning” to end, passes through flat 
“for some years, but unfortunately very try The Minister himself told us 
few honorable* members have looked” at the east-west line has a longer’ a 
them. run than any other railway. ; 


: Mr. ce, Aves Life is too. short to P 
allow of the reading of big Blue-Books. Mr. Warr—In- cae ne this. comp 2 


“Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—It is not <> 18 16 net fair to write on the: oth 
a short to allow of the squandering of — “ide the fact that A the Oodn d 
- money and the building up of huge costly ~'"° ™ a Sees the: cost of | ao) 
departments. - The Minister for Works °S Pf ably less than half what i A 
and Railways has suggested that some ee and ah — bike t alee. 
honorable members appear to know a- es : 7 , 
_ great deal more about these matters than _ 4 
‘he does. I am not responsible for that. W@5 “made accordingly, and. Be 
‘The honorable gentleman will concede, eee the comparison. 
however, that I ought to know more about. Mr. Warr.—A still further facts l 
local conditions’ and what is going on in had the estimated cost of £4,000,000 
_ South Australia than a Victorian or New correct, this line would have: bee: 
Pie Warn ti 7 7 cmeetr ucted for less than the Oodnada 
r. Watr.—Hear, hear! | RICHARD F OSTER.—1I ht 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER —Piblic : to Me coneee for less, seeing: that ther 
“feeling on this’ question has been sO are no engineering difficulties, . 
: strong in South Australia for _the last ther “we proceed with this diaousee 
four years that the work is now looked ore evident it. becomes that. th 
oS ae Me spake The ee should be referred to a Select Com 
is that Sou ustrahans have come into ean 
almost daily contact with the men work-- Mr. Warr—But this Bill hag m 


eee at pperss te : whatever to do with the matters to v cl 
ing on the line and know what has been 41, jonorable member has just been re 
going on during all these years. — ferring. 


Mr. Larry Smrrm.—How does the hon- Mr. RICH ARD FOSTER—It ‘« “7 
-orable member reconcile this speech with everythi He ty do with sien: ee £4 
that which he made on the oceasion of the wealth Railway. Department ought n 5S 


aR ROH ae gees oe nee be created, at all events, during the wa: 
ae I advocated the pers a8 a> Be he ae Re oe oe eae 
_ line to cost £4,000,000. . I have been doin : 
my best ever since to bring the Bene Mr, RICHARD FOSTER. 
“Governments of the Commonwealth, and ments ought to be made with the 
also the Parliament, to a sense*of ‘their Departments of South Austral 
| duty.” T have urged them to order an in- Western Australia to manage 
vestigation to determine whether this Ways for the time being. — : 
- Parliament is justified in constructing © Mr. Wart-ORL é ace 
this line at a cost 60 per cent. in excess Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.— thoug 
‘of the original estimate. i. that suggestion would not be received 
— Mr. Poynron.—This sire when approval. -It is the old, old stor 
finished, will cost little more than the Commonwealth Ministe 
“Oodnadatta narrow-gauge line cost. ~—building up “Departmen 
_ Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The Roe, politan press of the sev 
able member. is Kore de without se book. _ beginning to deal with 
a7 joer uae taken 


bai. 


a as KR 
: eee in : exastence for 


8 RI CHARD FOSTER. ae te 
had a good many years official experience 
f railway administration, but. I have 
never heard such a statement as that which 
the honorable gentleman submitted to the 
House in moving the second reading of 
the Bill. 
he became poetic. It was, after all, poor 
St ie poetry, and there is poor scope for. poetry 
 -in the east-west railway. 
~ Mr. Ritwy.—He had a dreamt Se iS 


Mr. RICHARD I FOSTER. —It is to ab 
people of Australia. The Minister who 
would, it seems, reflect on my knowledge 
of ‘railway administration, told the House 
that the east-west railway went through 
1,050 miles of country in which there: was 
ot a human habitation. : 
Mr. Warrt.—TI said 1,000 Ae ie 
Mr. RICHARD “FO STER.—The 
‘eater part of that 1,000 miles of coun- 
ry has been occupied between forty and 
fty years. 

Mr. Watr.—Where are the Houses’ 2 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—I 
some of them through.the railway car- 
lage windows when I was travelling with 


5 Mr. Warr. —The honorable member 
‘saw the first at Wilgena. . 
»< Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER. a saw 
em at Wilgena and, before that, a saw 
ouses.at Tarecoola. — 
Mr, Hurrmann.—Tarcoola is nok fifty 
years” ‘old 3 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —The hon- 
able member is referring to the gold- 
Id itself, whereas I am speaking of pas- 


occupation. I have been in 
of South Australia for 
, and some Oe 


the 


In dealing with Yass-Canberra, 


- Mr. pe pOCt = Yass- Catt 


-spent in obtaining it. 


saw 
yesterday are practically useless for t + 


stations in the Seana “which 
We are referring were Ae -estab- 
lished when I arrived. Then ag cna 
Minister spoke of the provision of water 
by boring, and the impression he gave was 
that boring operations had been fairly 
successful. He was asked as to the quality 
of the water, and said, I think, that it 
was excellent. So far as I know there is 
not a sticcessful bore along the line, eX- 
cept at Kingoonya. c 
Mr. Warr.—The honorable oniien ‘iste 
been over the western end of the line 6 and 
has tasted the water. 


hee told me of it. 

Ma. Warr at is a ‘nattercol ane 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Is it ni 
a fact that the railway officials say that 
they have now to rely on the. Kingoonya 
water supply, as well as on the immense — 
condensing tanks, and the supply at Mun- 
darring provided at great cost. Reservoirs — 
are also béing constructed for the storage 
of water from catchment areas which are 
not all of the very best. These reser- 
voirs, however, are essential, but costly, 
because of the indifferent rainfall. 

The engineers who made the orginal 
estimate of the cost of the line provided as 
much for water as this Government - beat 
They estimated 
the cost of getting supplies of water at be- 
tween £300,000 and £400,000, and spoke 
of the difficulty of getting water as the ~ 
supreme difficulty connected with the con- _ 
struction of the line. I forgot to men- _ 
tion that the water at Depot Creek pro: 
mises to be very satisfactory. That sup; 
ply has been known of ever since that 
part of the country was settled. Bu 
the supplies referred to by the Ministe 


CES 


operating of the line. : 
Sir Jonn Forrest.—Not useless! aes 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Those on — 
the South Australian side are shea 
useless, because there is not a suflicigee 
quantity of water. 
Mr. Wart.—What about those on ae 
Western Australian side? . ees 
Mr, RICHARD FOSTER. ee A 


= 


ing them I speak on the authority of are. | 


honorable member for Dampier. 

Mr. Wart. — Has he been alone the 
line? - 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. Bde: 3 fe not 
know, but for about nine years. he was : 


_Rastnys 


: “Minister for Nines in Western Australia, thet. some. sot te depart re 
and should know something of the sub- _ ginal scheme had cost scores -hun- 
~ ject. dreds of thousands of pounds. | ‘Still I 
_ Sir Joun Forrest. = The honorable am glad. to know, on the authority of the 
member has always been aware that there Prime Minister, that the matter is to be 
is no surface water in the country. referred to the Public Accounts Com ; 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am not mittee. a 
complaining of that. What I say is that © Mr. Warr. Ber was not tindsed * 
the information with which we have been Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—TIf that | 
supplied by the Minister is uratisfac: so, I wish to know in what light the — 
tory. _ people are to regard the statement: made : 
ie Mr. Bamrorp.--Wait until Mr. Balsil- yesterday by the Aimster. dae 
lie gets to work. Mr. Warr. — The Public “Acooun: gH N 
- Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The Min- Committee, when appointed, will be en vee 
ister claims that Mr. Balsillie has in- titled to investigate this matter at any 
ereased ‘the rainfall from 50 to 60 per time without waiting for a reference 
eent., but the public of Western Austra- Mr. RICHARD: FOSTER. —— 4 
lia and South Australia regard him as Prime Minister promised that the mat 
, bally silly for saying that, should be referred to the Committee, 
Mr. Warr.—When the honorable mem- said that he would provide an engin 
ber has finished his speech we shall hear ing expert to act in an advisory oe 
what other South Australians have to for ihe Committee. 
say regarding it. Mr. Josep Coox. — The’ honora 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. ob is ce member must admit that the cost. of la 
likely that it will be criticised by other bour alone has increased by 60 per. 
South Australians. I know the opinion since the work was sanctioned. 
of both the Commonwealth and the State Mr. RICHARD: FOSTER. | 
representatives of South Australia re- ‘many times admitted that. poe 
garding this line. State members have and. _materials have increased in COS 
-told me that I have never exaggerated 
the facts on the occasions on which I have _. 
tried to get: this House tio take control of a = he ae 


ee 


mote the mataeeneeae hi 


the matter. : 
oh o cmer 
Sir Jonn Forres. —— “Phe honorsite bibiect | yee vy ee “ie 
member has said that the work has cost Mr. Warr.—The Department offe aie 


too much, that is all. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I wish to 


know the reason why it has cost: {oo much. — a a 
For many years | regarded this Parlia- — Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — If the — 


Minister knew as much about the line a: 
ment as criminall negligent. of control — 

concerning public Mpendees ‘and that 2° the people of the States through whic 
was the opinion of the Minister for Rail- it runs, he would not be so me 
ways also, judging by some of the elo- cerned about getting it opened.” 
quent speeches he made before he entered ‘St JOHN Forrest.—I ‘desire co : 
this Parliament, | But I thought, that opened as soon as possible. | 
when the Public Works Committee and’ — Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —_Witl : 
. the Public Accounts Committee were ap-. Treasurer all roads lead to Western. 
eppormed, Parliament would have informa- tralia, and he should be rememberer at 

tion regarding public expenditure which that State for a century for the way 
_ would enable honorable members-to give which he has battled for its intere 
effect to their individual responsibility in do not object to the railway being or 
- these matters. The construction of this 4s soon as it is finished, and we ar 
fee railway for an expenditure of £4,000,000 that: it will be finished. at, the end 
was what Parliament. sanctioned, but, ac- tember. It would be possible to 

- cording to the Minister’s statement, the line without creating the propose 
amount expended has already exceeded partment, and thus ae ee the 
by over 60 per cent. the amount of the istrative costs. i 
oe aes and all the accounts are not yet Mr. Wart. — - The Hepbrahla 

- in. The proposal cannot be referred tothe would farm the line out be the 
a Fs Mek oo es Bepeithen ae concernedt : 


objection to an inquiry, buti my concern 
now is to geti the line opened. 


= 
with me that. that 


Sir Joun Fonnesr. —I Pein, thatr it 
ht be a little more economical, but 
he Minister assures me that: it would be 
re expensive. He bases his opinion on 
experience in connexion with the 
‘ dnadatta railway. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. = When a. 
Commonwealth takes over the running of 
the Oodnadatta line, the expenditure 
here will increase by 50 per cent. within 
six months. There could not be anything 
more extravagant than the management 
the East- West: railway by the Com- 
monwealth. For the last three or four 
years there has been a traffic Department 
or that line. There is an Acting Com- 
missioner, a Director of Transport and a 
“Chief Mechanical Engineer. When the 
inister for the Navy was. Prime 


ron I appealed to him. not to 
: traffic Department, because 
lead to enormous expen- 


and because such a thing was 
imost unknown in connexion with initial 
‘railway construction. I said that there 

should be one supreme siphons for the 
alee of the line, without division 


DP osers Coox.—The Department 
oe in Poristeude long before I took office. 
‘Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — It was 


i eport Scene. of several dkeots e fools- 
ap, which had been supplied to him by 
the Transport Officer. That report made 
that it would be profitable to create 
2 Ee Ribas! and the Go- 


i the ee was sinctioned =: Koes 

ir. RICHARD FOSTER.—For six- 
n or seventeen years I was a member 
, Parliament by whom officials whose 
xpenditure largely exceeded their esti- 
mates were brought to book, and dis- 
missed if it ence and I oun that 


rable member was 13 supplied with a re- 
oe Py ines Director of is nat 1s evi- 


sources from the public to this Traffic De 


the public and from the Department 


with the expert officers would convince 


- sented by the Department to Parliament. 


to. prove? 


Bill 


Mr: RICHARD FOSTER. fa bcee | 
was by the officer who was Director of — 
Transport for constructional supplies. I 
understand that shortly afterwards his 
salary was increased by £200. 

Mr. JosEpH Coox.—The new howe 
in-Chief, on reviewing his work, recor 
mended that, he should get £200 a vey 
more. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I aoe He 
show how amply my warnings have been 
verified. I have obtained four or five 
returns showing the operations of this 
Department, and I hope that the Minis- 
ter for Railways will at the first opp 
tunity get a complete return. The lat 
est return in my possession deals with thi 
revenue and expenditure for the -s 
months ended on the 31st, January last 
During that period the revenue from 


partment, which has been in existenc 
three or four years, was £5,335 12s. 8d 
The revenue from the Department, which | 
the Treasurer, almost innocently, in hi e 
love for Western Australia, if I had no 
interjected, would have returned as the 
revenue from the railway 

Sir Joun Forrest.— What is’ that? 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am re 
ferring to the bookkeeping business, a 
to the last Supply Bill. 

Sir J OHN Forrest, —I never insinuated 
that. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. The Te 
venue from the Department for the haul 
ing of material and so forth was £69,845 
12s, 7d., and to earn the twossums the — 
cost was H13t, 404-108, Jd ok 

Mr. Warr. —_Will the honorable mem 
ber say how he gets the last figure? _ 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I a ate 
from the Department. When I eee for 


the returns I asked for them to be made 


out separately, showing the revenue fr 


Mr. Wart.—lI. think that a conference © 


the honorable member that his ce are 
wrong, used as he is using them. — 

‘Mr. “RICHARD FOSTER.—I am sim- 
ply giving the figures as they were pre- 


These returns have been going on for 
two or three years, and the Department 
has not contradicted any of them ; indeed, 


they. cannot. be. contradicted. 9) 3 aa 
Sir Joun Forrest.—What do Ou wish 3 


would apply rigidly to some of the De- 

partments, 

to all. J wish to prove that there ought 
to have been some regard paid to the cost 
-of construction in its relation to the anti- 
-cipated revenue? 

Sir. Joun 


-member’s own territory, out of 1,00C. 
miles. sae = 
‘Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—That 


member for Swan, but it does not in any 
way appeal to me. 

Sir Joxun Forrest.—You ee he 
orange, and now you do not care for 
oranges. 

abe RICHARD FOSTER.— While the 


‘revenue from the public covers passenger — 


fares as well as freight, I do not suppose © 


that very much is represented by fares, 
because the passengers are all Government 
servants who go free on board. This 


oo a Sarinbip ls: that ae ee 


as 1 hope he will apply it | : be | 
: enough te give “tke Dou the detai 


F'oRREST. —There are 650 — 
miles of the railway. in the honorable 


argument may appeal to the honorable 


traffic will, I suppose, come into the book- 


” keeping business. 

- Mr. Josurx Coox.—The 
member will agree that when the line was 
authorized it was quite well known that 

the revenue would not anything like meet 
the outlay. — 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Every- 


_ body did know that—particularly every- — 


body in Western Australia and South 
Australia. 
Sir Jéun Forrust.—And they: have 
- made a fortune out of it in the meantime. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Your 
oe hhave. 
ir Joun Forrest.— 
who had 650 miles of railway ‘built in 
their country for nothing. 
Mr. 
be remembered that we did not ask for it 
A Traffic Department,’ which has been 


. operating for ‘two or three years, ought 


reliable estimate of what the revenue 1S 
likely to be. The Minister Bere. it to us 
in a lump sum. 


_ eock-spur lines approaching one another — 
8S we can with a trunk line. Who can 
predict what the traffic will be east and — 
a 


honorable - 


Thad an Acting Commissioner for 


such criticism, because it is a eo 


No, ‘your people, 
these points. 


RICHARD FOSTER. —It must . 
to have been in a position to give some 


- Mr. Warr.—We cannot deal with. ie - 


-. Sir Joun Forres —It would only b 


2 statement? We > 7 have a. Co 
sioner —-— a s 
Mr. Warr.—No! — aay se 
Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.- SMe 


in print. 


newspapers! 
“RICHARD FOSTER. ras. ia 
ae “has told) us yadeke much the revenue i 


che has not told. us C 
conclusion. I aske ' 


the amount stated by him—the d 
‘supplied by. his ie due ceca 
he said he would. . we 


Me RICHARD fost ee 
revenue—as to how much. would | com 
from cattle traffic, goods” traffic, an “so 
forth. 


guess, anyhow. & mee 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—When h 
first estimates were made I was a 
Railway Department in South Aust: 
and the el Commissioner of 
State, and also the Railway Commissioner 
of W. estern Aus gave estimates ice) 
the revenue. 

Sir Jonny Forrest. —-They did. : 

Mr. ees a FOSTER. as het 


‘to bring: im a » Railway Bill without, 


te 


three years. me 
Sir Jonn Forrest.—What is the 00 
sf this criticism now? 
Mr. RICHARD | FOSTER. oe Mh 
imperative and conscientious. duty to offe 


Es 


ee nee ie the: House. 


fe truth. to be told; and the ios 
member for Swan CRHnen answer me 


«Sir JOHN aes oe can, 


Sir Jonn Forrest. what is tha 
What is it t will not. os 
Mr. 
the nousedls member to ot in p 
interjections in the House this m 
Sir J OHN Forrest. —They can 


Mr. RICHARD > “FOSTER. : 


would not read very. well fire 


is House a> “report ‘tn- 

‘affic ; in fact they knew 

and they know the re- 

yhas melted L down from the Sees 


ie the antieipated revenue. 1 wish 
rove that because of the absence of 
er control by this House of- public 
foes we have now got what- is 

ae “white ae ”? which will be 


- 


the annual igi 
The original estimate 


culated at, 34 per conti, for twelve 
nths, is within only a few pounds 
r less of the interest stated by the 
ee on a cost of nearly: 


_ RICHARD FOSTER. —Tlere is 
er reason why we should have 
| information. We have to discuss 
important problem on the most 
- facts—on scraps in the daily 

nd then we are. confronted with 


a FOSTER,—The hon- 


, smember has assumed and said 


oi Fonte What good can 
orable member do by what he is 
a ) Ts it his desire to give a 
nister injunctions for the future? 
ARD FOSTER.—I do not 

ny injunctions; I am simply 
as a See of a aoe 


eau not be eae my see qi ray 

Sir Joun Forrest.—You cannot 2 nd 
what is done. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. “Bat do 
not desire to see the same done over again. 
I hope that the Minister for Railway: 
does not think I am adopting an 
friendly attitude. 

Mr. Warr.—No; but the Bill iL 
a recurrence of the complanta you are 
making, — 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—I th nk 
the Minister said, in introducing the - 
that the interest for a year would 
£157,724. . 

Mr. Warr.—No; that is the total lk 
for nine months. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am not 
dealing with the matter of loss.= = 

Mr. Warr.—That is the figure as gay 
as the loss for nine months. ee 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. tn 
newspaper report of the honorable gen 
tleman’s speech he is alleged to have said 
that the cost of the railway was to b 
£6,667,360, and that the interest fox 
twelve ‘months would be £157 124, j 

Mr. Warr.—The honorable memb 
has his figures wrong. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.— What w 
the interest be? — : 

Mr. Warr.—By leave of the Houses E 
could give the figures now. ~ : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—If the. honorable 
member for Wakefield resumes his se 
he will forfeit his right to speak again. — 

Mr. Warr.—For the nine months [ 


construction revenue. ‘The loss on 
working expenses, therefore, for the nine — 
months is £8,819. If you add the . 16 


months’ interast. which is £148, ee : 


means that my poe Of S157; 194 3 is ‘ube ‘- 


ject. to a deduction of £8,000 odd. 

Mr. Warr.—That is the loss. foe ‘nin 
months. If you wish to know the Inte: 
vest for the year it comes to £198,000, | 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER Tha inte- 
rest, as supplied by the Engineer-in- 
Chief on an aes of £4,000,000 was 
pete Mae at 3h Dee con ‘That was on 


a a capital cost 60 per cent. ne than theo 
now involved. 
Mr, Watr.—The Treasury was asked 


Railways: 


wa to debit us with the interest, and I give 
a the figures supplied. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—A portion 
Sy the capital cost has come out of. 
revenue, another. portion out of the Note 


Fund, and a third out of loan moneys; 
and the House is entitled to know the 
exact figures in relation to each. I con- 
tend that all public undertakings of this 
character should be paid for out of loan 
money. 

Mr. Warrt.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. Manirotp. noe as all treated as 
loan moneys. 

Mr. RICHARD POSTER. —It is 
treated as revenue and thus we add to 
the taxation burdens of the community. 

Mr. Warr.—Whatever the source of 


the capital, I propose to treat it as inte- 
-rest-bearing capital. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—And have 


I the assurance of the Minister that this 


money, irrespective of whether it came 
from revenue, from the Notes Fund, or 
from loan, will all be debited against 
capital cost? - 

Mr. Wart. That is my intention. 


_» Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Then I do 


not think the Minister’s figures are cor- 


rect on that basis. 


Mr. Wart.—We are not. debiting the 


whole £6,000,000 for the nine months, be- 
cause the whole amount. will not have 


been spent. But the whole capital cost 
ought to carry interest at whatever rate 


_ the Treasury considers fair. 


Mr. Josepn Coox.—We shall have to 


- do with this railway as was done with the 


Oodnadatta line. ~ 
Mr. RICHARD 


Government do no worse than was done 


-FOSTER.—If the 


~ with the Oodnadatta line, I will compli- 


ae “ment them for a month on end. 


Mr. 


JosEPpH Coox.—I do not see that 


“we could do much worse. 

Mr. RICHARD FO STER.—They have. 
_ been doing worse all along. 
- an inquiry into the accounts will settle 

> i that. 

against 

railway. 


However, 


I have not the slightest feeling 
anybody connected with this 
honorable 


‘Mr. Josnru Goox:— The 


_ member is only wasting his breath if he 
_ imagines that this is an immediately pay- _ 


. (REPRESENTATIVES, 1° 


orable member’s statement is a reflectio 


been hammering away at this matter f 
years. 


-on its present cost. 


‘ built the thon gauge from Perth, 


ing proposition. “ac cannot. b : 
was intended to he so. 


Mr. RICHARD. POSTER. rie Ae 


on his own intelligence. Any man who ~ 
would assume that this was an immediate a 
paylng proposition ought not to be out- 4 
side a lunatic asylum. For that reason, 
and because the loss is ever increasing, I 
wish to see a limitation of the cost. — 

Mr. Warr.—You are locking the stable 
door too late; the horse has been gone fe ' 
months. 

Mr. “RICHARD FOSTER. oe have 


Mr. Warr.—You Should have started. 
in 1911. This is a death-bed Tepentanes 
on your part. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. ae 
nothing of the kind. I have been speak: - 
ing to an empty House for years. 
the House had listened to me, and insist 
on a business conduct of the undertakin 
as soon as the prices for material rose 
account of the war, the construction pissin 
have been stopped. Oe 

Mr. Tupor.—TI think the fault fey With e 
the honorable member for Wentworth. 


He was the first Minister in charge of the i 
railway. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.— What w 
a justifiable proposition on the basis _ 


ia. hiels-or Kiel ae a coat of abon : 


£4,000,000, is not a justifiable proposition — 
There is not an hon- — 
orable member who will say that, had the 
present cost of the line been suggest 
we the Bill authorizing the ene 


Feet would have been agreed-to. : 
Mr. Kerry.—That is a fair way 0: 
looking at it. Go 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —And 
we had had proper statements as to - 
one excesses were eae the 


ago. 
Mir, Aeris Sue you not think i wi 
prowl 2 commence the construct 10: 


goorlie ? au 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. Ba ; 
that is another evidence. that. the 
in Western cea ane South 


not think the have any ieren prize 
through the completion 
Western ee aa has not 


the a had to choose beeen the 
development of its agricultural lands: or 
e sinking of £2,000,000 in broadening 
e gauge from Perth to Kalgoorlie, from 
which expenditure they could expect no 
commensurate return. 
Mr. Ketry.—But it is not right for 
Western Australia to charge the Com- 
monwealth full rates for goods carried 
over the Perth-Kalgoorlie line. _ 
_ Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—No. That 
brings me to a suggestion that has been 
made that a proportion of the earnmgs 
the transcontinenta! line between Kal- 
goorlie and Port Augusta should go to the 
Western Australian “Government. 
Extension of tume granted. 
Mr. Warr.—The Western Australian 
Railway Department is now asking for 


ome proportion of the fares earned on. 


1er sections of the line.. I think that 


an unmoral suggestion. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am glad 
hear the Minister say that. Reference 
s been made by interjection to the pro- 
sal that the Commonwealth should take 

er the Oodnadatta line. 
_ Mr. Warr.—That has been suggested, 
ut, of course, the passing of this Bill is 
mmaterial to that. We have the power 

to do that without this Bill. — 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. —Yes, the 
ng over of the line can be the subject 
of an agreement. An agreement was 
oe with the ERT of Home 


oe position. 

[re Reno. 
have an opportunity of investigating the 
matter? * 


Ought’ not the House to 


Mr, RICHARD SG es —I_ should 


is even more riligutds in weenie 
is the east-west railway. The 
1 ea is 7 a cattle traffic 


from the Broken Hill system. 


Mr. Reavy. es is volo extensively 
for only a few weeks in the year, 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—There are 
three trains a week to Hergott Springs. 
and there is a fortnightly train to Ood 
nadatta. During four or five months of — 
the year there are several special cattle 
trains run every week-end, some of the 
from Farina, and most of them” go. te 
Hergott Springs, or William Creek, or 
Oodnadatta. Whilst the passenger re- 
ceipts on that line are limited, there i, 
very considerable traffic which is done in 
four or five months of the year. Its 
volume depends on the season. * | 

Mr. Fatxiner.—Without that railwa 
the country would not be occupied at all 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER—That i 
so. lL intend to get from the South Aus ia 
tralian Railway Department figures which - 
will represent the Oodnadatta railway ) 
in its proper light. . 

Mr. Arcurpatp.—lIf it were extend 
there would be a bigger cattle traffic. 

Mr, RICHARD FOSTER.—The cee 
traffic is growing, and will continue to. do 
so, but it can be handled only by co 
operation between the two Governments 
For instance, South Australia, with mc) 
fully developed Railway Department ant 
a big supply of rolling-stock, can handle 
the northern cattle business only by with 
drawing rolling-stock and men from 
another. system, probably from the Bro- 
ken Hill system. 

Mr. Watr.—The two systems shou 
operate together. 

Mr. Kerry.—lIt is the one 3-ft. 6-in 
system. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. wine 2 
northern cattle trade is being handled 
the whole of the 3-ft. 6-in. gauge vehicle 
are concentrated on that traffic, and the @ 
enginemen and staff have to be drawn — 
Tt tl o 
Commonwealth had tio operate that line — 
independently, a great portion of the © 
equipment and staff would be idle for six. 
months in the year. 

Mr. Wartrt.-—That_ would not, be pro- 
posed by any istration. — 
Even if we took over the line we shoul 
have to arrange for an interchange of 
rolling-stock. There are many difficul 
ties, however, in the present situation. 


repairs and supervision are too ocutie 


Mr. Fine Rete FOSTER.—I. should 


a ae een are e Goda 
worse. 


sy the caunonwoale: If a ome 
monwealth Railway Department had 
any prospect of development on pay- 
ing lines, I should be the last to urge 


partment at once; but so far as we can 


‘see, having regard to existing financial _ 


conditions, which are not likely to im- 
prove for some time, there can be no de- 
_ velopment in connexion with railways. 
“Mr. Wart.—I cannot understand the 
Ficaoratile member’s constantly recurring 
phrase about the creation of a Depart- 
ment. This Department has been created 
for many years, and the Bill will effect 
ecesomy. and give better administration. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—TI say that 
it will not. South Australian and West- 


ern Australian railway men, and the Go- 


vernments of those States, express the 
same opinion, and they ought to under- 
stand the local conditions. 
Mr. Watt.—Both Governments desire 
to feed on this line as they have been - 
_ doing. 
_ Juice out of it, and they wish to continue 
nj totes that. 
Mr, Ketiy.—We must have a Bill to 
authorize the operation of the line. What 
does the honorable member suggest in 
lieu of this proposal ? 
My. 


ments to run this railway in their own 
territories. It could be run_by them 
conjointly, like the Melbourne to Ade- 
laide and Melbourne to Sydney lines. _ 

Mr. Warr. — We cannot divide this 
- baby into two, and let it out to two wet- 
nurses. 


_orable member is not to be envied in pre- 


because they will be the poorest railway 
- system on earth, and will not be a good 
ene for this country. 
Sitting suspended from I to 2.15 p.m. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—I wish to 
“urge upon honorable members the advis- 
ability of the Commonwealth arranging 
that the States of South Australia and 
Western Australia jointly should run the 
east-west railway, at all events until 
after the war. They already have their 
administrative staffs, 


there will be worse ueae 


anything against the creation of the De-_ 


They have sucked a geod deal ot. 


| RICHARD FOSTER. —I. suggest. 
es that until the war is over, the Common- 
wealth should ask the two State Govern-— 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon- 


iding over the Commonwealth railways, 


j and could. quite 
easily” include the administration of the 


sections of the 
through» their — 
extra _ overhead — 


“of ne BERG TSS. of ne at lth 
railways from political control. We know 
that in connexion with railway adminis. 
tration there has been a areas ae 


Mr. 
control en too intependent, 
Joses. sight of ee snr ae aie 


- ‘rable ron hae for Cook ca his ‘peceh 
by urging that railway employees. shou 
bave the right to go to the Arbitrat 
Court in respect to their wages and ¢ 
ditions of labour. | Whoever contro 
wages of a big. Taino concern 
dorgoly controls the conduct, of Bless 
Less. 

Done eeaene f 


a RICHARD ‘FOSTER. 


éther ees the Liberal party 9 
ously resisted. : | 
Mr. Warr.—The Poni onwealete Pe AT" 
liament has never asserted he syst m 
railways. RAE 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. _ Whe 
peak of the Liberal party I speak of it 
attitude prior to the coalition. Unde 
the control of former Governme 
assented to by the previously com 
parties, there have been departures in 
conduct of businéss which have bee! 
forced by a block vote of certain mem 
bers who ‘now sit in- opposition 
but the. Liberal party never did — 
prove of ‘this policy, and I hope — 
in the. interests of the country, 
of the nadine oe we will 


he 


be Ber to assume shad runnin 0! 
‘of that railway they began. to ma 

rangements so far as a. staf : 
cerned, 
dence of control : a prea | wai 
at Fort i Aaconta and. he | 


Bis «Ts 
oo ae 


Railways 
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were represented at it, and it went into 
details as to what the rates of pay and 
the conditions of service and so on should 
_ be. It was all quite foreign to the spirit 
- of a Railway Commissioner’s authority 
- and to sane business principles. I am 
not going into details in reeard to this 


ve matter. I am speaking merely from a 
© report. which, I understand, was fur- 
-- nished to: the representative of the Port 
y Augusta newspaper. However, . the 


Meeting established conditions differing 
very materially and vitally from those mm 
the Seuth Australian railway system con- 

trolled by a Commissioner of Railways. 

Mr. Warr. — The procedure adopted 
for the settlement of wages conditions was 
quite wron 
air. RICHARD FOSTER.—I am iad 
to hear the Minister say that. I ex- 
pected him to say it. Not only were the 
fates of pay and the conditions of labour 
- yery dissimilar, but the classification 
- drawn up was‘wrong. The Federal autho- 
ritiey anticipated that a considerable sec- 
tion of the South Australian railway em- 
_ ployees engaged in running the traffic on 
- the transcontinenta! line would transfer to 
the Commonwealth Service. The perma- 
nent men in the service of the South 
- Australian Government have the right to 
_ elect whether they will continue with the 
_ South Australian Government or transfer 
~ to the Commonwealth Service. The regu- 
lations of the South Australian Service 
' ive the engine-drivers and firemen a 
certain status and rate of pay, according 
_ to length of service: The meeting at 
- Port Augusta proposed to group these 
- men, in common with others on the east- 
west railway, in sections, and classify 
_ them in sections in the matter of senior- 
_ ity and pay, and as this meant that first- 
_ class railway men in the South Australian 
- service would have to submit to a status 
- which put them alongside men of the 
third or the fourth grade they elected not 
“to transfer to the Commonwealth service, 
although the pay was higher. | have no 
desire to elaborate this point. I simply 
- mention it so that the Minister may take 
- it into consideration. There are many 
~ other points to which I would like to refer, 
_ but I do not wish to say anything further 
- ~ at the present time. I hope earnestly 
_ that the Minister will go most thoroughly 
§into the whole matter. In Committee, as 


statements. that 
but. if 


some 
‘view-point ;_ 


- tion to make 
may alter my 


he has suggested, he may be in a posi-. 


I have been incorrect it is not my 
fault, because I have been compelled to 
discuss the question on what information 
I possess. If I have dealt with extran- 
eous matters, or what might be considered 
extraneous matters, it 1s because they 
really affect the issue, seeing that they 
affect the capital cost of the line. 

Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) | 2.26]. 
—The House has been very interested in 
the remarks of the honorable member for 
Wakefield, but it is very late in the day. 
for an honorable member representing a 
South Australian constituency to come — 
forward and remonstrate with Parliament — 
for indulging in such a jarge expendi- 
ture on the construction of a line linking — 
the east with the west. There are many ~ 
honorable members who have a lively re- 
collection of the taking over of the Nor-— 
thern Territory and the line from Port. 
Augusta to Oodnadatta. The _ repre- 
sentatives of South Australia did not take 
exception to that step, yet it loaded us— 
with a much greater responsibility than 
will ever be put upon us by tthe construc- - 
tion of the east-west railway. There - 
was a tone of disappointment in the 
speech of the. honorable member for 
Wakefield that the Minister in trying ‘to 
give some explanation of the expendi- 
ture of £6,600,000 on +the construction 
of the Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta rail- 
way did not ‘‘lay out’’ right and leit — 
against the day-labour system by which it | 
has been built. In my opinion the Min- — 
ister gave very ample reasons for the line — 
having cost so aen more than it was — 
originally estimated to cost, namely, about — 
£4,000,000. When the line has been — 
completed it, will be very different from — 
that which was forecasted by those who 
gave us the estimate of £4,000,000. The 
very fact. that the line has been under 
construction for more than two and a half 
years of the great, world -war has made 
considerable difference in the eost. 

Mr. Ritey.—There are no law oa as 
to disputes about extras. : 

Mr. FENTON.—In discussing the se- — 
cond reading of the Bill one does not wish — 
to deal with that particular point; but I~ 
remember some exceptionally lively de- 
bates in the House in regard to one con- 
tract, as a result of which I do not think 
any one would ask that the railways 
should be built under the contract. Bys- 
tem, 

Mr. Bamrorp. — That has never been 
suggested. 


ae FENTON. 5: Ae ot ae 
the honorable member for Walebeld: Had 
his way every yard of the track would | 
conte ae constructed under the contract 


Mr. Bamrorp.—The butty-gang system 
was the system suggested. 


Mr. FENTON.—The honorable member 
iicred the day-labour system, and he 
gave himself away when he said that — 
ene gentleman had- made a very liberal © 
offer, and that from the financial stand- 
point that gentleman showed that he was 
seeing that he was pre- 
pared to put up £100,000 as a guarantee 
of his financial stability, while in the next 
breath he said that this gentleman was 
one of the most successful contractors in 
His statement proved thati 
ihe man had made very large pene out 
of his contracts. 


not. moneyless, 


Mr. Corser. La] t proved: the contractor 8 


| Mr. FENTON, —J am not Waning con-. 
tractors; I am only blaming the system. 
The statement shows that ae gentleman 
in question must have made large sums, 
as a railway contractor; that after paying 
_ for labour, and providing for plant, and _ 
all other costs, there remained, 
ease of these contracts, a big margin of 
profit, which, instead of going into the 
- pockets of the individual, 
__ passed into the coffers of the State had 
the work been done by day labour. 
Minister has given many good reasons whe 
_ this line has cost more than was originally 
estimated. 


should have 


‘Mr. Fatxrner.—The honorable mem-. 
ee wishes to give to day. labour the re- 
_ ward of efficiency for “ 


: _Mr. FENTON.—I am prepared to ca 
: ward efficiency wherever I find it. 


Mr. Favxoer.—Then why object to it 
me the fee e a Cone aCIOrE 


going slow.” 


ber, would would rob him of the eet 
of. his brains. 


_ FENTON.—Not at all. 
ors—I am not now referring ae to 


contractors—are among nee 


MAltse-- the me system bass prov 
most successful. Reports by Mr. Kern 
and other engineers all show that in Te 
spect of those lines the butty-gang syster 
has won every time as against the contr 
system. In some cases, by the adoptio 
of the butty-gang system, Victoria has’ 
SAV ‘ed up to £1,000 per mile. hee 

Mt. Paiva, —Has the id honorable 


gineer poids ad fr incompetency, 1 
matter how serious his mistakes? 
Mr. FENTON.:—Where an engineer — 
or any other officer of a Department has 
been shown to be incompetent, the M is- 
ter in charge of that Department must 
“himself be incompetent if he allows | im 
to remain in the Service. ‘ee 


scablishnebne af a. q fone 
way Department. I do not thea 


ing the war, Atstestta: has yet ae me 
way undertakings ahead of it. Vv 
big railway scheme must be par , 
parcel of any effective plan for the defence - 
of the Commonwealth. | z 
Mr. Bamrorp.—Our experience _ 
allowing some of the States to do work for 
us has not been very satisfactory. 


am opposed to the creation of any Dep 
ment that is a oe necessa e 


T regret that the Parliament . “A 
to construct the east-west railway 
4-ft. 85-in. gauge. I prefer the 5-ft 
gauge, and had it been adopted we 
have been in a much happier posit 
we are to-day in regard to ‘this | 


-Mr, Sampson.—It _was_ “the : 


rt 


FEN TON. 1-—Undoabidl 


Bill. 


iterate: 
Fe. ak ore 3 is a limit. 


Mr. FENTON.—Mr. Harriman, one of 
ee greatest railway managers that the 
world has ever known, said, shortly before 
: nips death, that if he had ee starti again 
- upon the work of~constructing the rail- 
ways of the United States of America~he 
would commence with a 5-ft. 6-in. gauge, 
and go up to a 7-ft. 3-in. gauge. 


_ Mr. Corsrer.—We should be a long 
while opening up the country if we 
adopted that idea. 


Mr. FENTON.—Certain lines might 
well be built on a narrow gauge, but we 
are dealing now with main trunk lines. 
It has been proved that a broad-gauge 
line is the best for the rapid transit of 
_ troops. According to a most careful 
_ computation, although there is a differ- 
ence of only 64 inches between the 4-ft. 
83-in. gauge and 5-it. 3-in. gauge, it is 
- possible every time to draw a 10 per cent. 
heavier load on the wider-gauge line. 
eres that percentage over your thou- 
sand miles of railway, apply it to a given 
number of years, and you will find that 
a _ the. difference is most substantial. 


’ Mr. Corsrr.—The wider gauge means 


Se aidiional cost for tunnelling, and so 
forth. 


-- Mr. FENTON.—There are no tunnels 
on the east-west railway. In setting 
- about the construction of the line we were 

_afforded a unique opportunity to deter- 

“mine what should be the uniform gauge 

vee Australia. 


ae ‘Mr. Manony.—Would the honorable 


member alter the gauge of this line? = — 


Mr. FENTON.—1It is too late now to 


a - talk of that. Some members of this House. 


favoured a wider gauge, but the major- 

- ity insisted upon providing for the 
building of a 4-ft. 84-in. line. The initial 
ost of the broader gauge line may be 
heavier, but it is more than counter- 
alanced by the advantages which a 
road-gauge line affords. I saw the other 
ay a picture of an electrically-drawn 
train load, representing a haulage of 
8,000 tons, on a 4-ft. 84-in. line. It is 

7 loads that must be carried over our 
phe wider gauge allows for 


> to the area of land on both sides of the 


for its development. 


wider trucks, carriages, and engines, and oe ~ 
thus permits si bigger loads. bia 


The Minister, in introducing this Bill, : ie 
did not refer, as I expected he would do, es 


east-west railway which has been. handed — ae 
over as a gift to the Commonwealth. IT 
understand that a strip of land a quarter- ae 
of-a-mile wide—including the line itself — 
—and stretching from Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta, now belongs to the Common- — 
wealth. I did not expect the Minister to — 
outline the policy of the Government in 
regard to that land when he was submit- 
ting this motion to the House, but I trust 
that an effort will be made to put it to 
some good use. The Government should 
come forward with a policy to provide 
I understood the 
Minister to say it would be possible to 
considerably shorten the railway journey 
by the construction of a line from Long — 
Plains to Port Augusta, which would in- — 
volve a cost of £1,250,000, and which line — 
the State is willing to construct if the Com- 
monwealth will finance it. If the Minis- _ 
ter is negotiating for the construction of 
that line, I trust that he will provide for 
the adoption of the 5-ft. 3-in. gauge. Soh 
Mr. Warr.—That question is still open. 
Mr. FENTON.—I do not know what 


‘sort of country that line would pass : 


through, but if the South Australian Go- 
vernment is going to construct it, then 1 
think that the Commonwealth should not 
only receive interest on the money which 
it finds for the purpose, but should have 
control of a strip of land on either side. 
Mr. Warr.—I am told that a good part 
of the country is settled. aS 
Mr. FENTON.—The House would 
have been glad to learn from the Minister _ 
the extent to which treated or powel- — 
lised sleepers have been used in the con- 
struction of the eastawest railway. If 
the ravages of white ants are as bad as 
some fear they will be, the untreated. i 
sleepers: will have to be replaced beter ay 
short period. a 
Mr. Fowter. — Powellised sleepers oe 
have not been proved to be effective. 
Speaking generally, there has been no 
satisfactory test. ree 
Mr. FENTON.—What the honorable a 
member says is that the test has not been 
sufficiently long to prove the effectiveness a 
of the process. — ie 


e 


eae eee ee ae pia nied” 
over a period of seven years, and have > 
proved satisfactory. 
_ ports, 
_ whereas sleepers alongside of them that — 
ave. not been so treated, are in a bad 
- state. . ; | 


— Mr. FEN TON, ats is interesting 
information. It is too late in the day to 
talk of any opposition to this line, and 
_ although I regret thati the 5-ft, 3-in. 
gauge has not been adopted, I do not in- 
tend to oppose this Bill. In Committee, — 
however, I hope: that the clause relating 


0 > departmental employees avill be so- 


amended as to be made more definite, 
- Many employees feel that their position 


in the service at the present time is some- 
Voge precarious, and, while I am inclined 


to trust the management to a large ex- 
tent, I am opposed to absolute. govern- 
“ment by regulation. The method of draw- 
ing up regulations under this Bill, and a 
- direction as to what they should. provide, 
ought to appear in the Bill itself. 


_. Lhave not been over the route, and do not 
- know the country traversed, but I have 
heard lectures and read papers about its — 


_ geological features, and understand that 
~ it is the opinion ‘of experts that there — 
flows beneath it, to an outlet in the Great 

Australian Bight, one of the greatest un- 

_derground rivers in the world, which can 

be tapped by boring; and I am pleased to 

_ know that supplies have already been ob- 


tained by the putting down of bores. : 


a eibonen much of the bore water may be 


_ unsuitable for drinking and other pur-. 
poses as it flows from the bore, it can, by — 
_ chemical processes, be made as good. as 


ordinary river water. I trust that fur- — 
_ ther investigation will be made to discover 
_ water supplies. 


poses, and if they find water in it, to use 

that water for the railway. In Com- 
mittee, I shall move certain amendments, © 
which I hope the Minister will accept; 


the second reading of the ‘Bill. 


Mr. - ARCHIBALD (Hindmarsh) 
‘[2, 49}. —I congratulate the Minister on 
the introduction of a useful piece of legis- — 
lation. 
before long, the eee from. Kalgoorli 


According to re-— 
they are in excellent condition, 


it would do well if it paid for” 


- partly in fulfilment. of what was, 


: estimate of cost showed hin = 


The Act permits Com-— 
monwealth officers to test the country be-- 
yond the strip granted for railway pur- 


and, with this reservation, I now support | 


The Bill is an. indication that, = 


‘its: Ba he 
tion, The line is one 
in recent years has be 
any part of the world, 
Africa, and it has been cor 
great difficulties, of wheel 
_ public has no conception. 7 
objected that the line will not pay 
I should be inclined to question the s 
of any one who supported the pre 
for its construction believing that the ] 
would pay. Some persons have said 


grease used for the trains; but 
that it will do better than tha | 
construction of the line was und erta. en 


He 


a Federal compact, an unders 
affecting Western Australia. — 
the union of the States cannot be r 
“as complete so long as travelling betw el 
Western Australia and the eastern Stat 
can be- undertaken only by oce 
vessels. _ Another reason for the. 


tio deceive Ae Cent ey 
allowed £4,000,000 for the construction o: 
a length of 1 050° miles of railway, a 

proposed that. “the track Be ge be 
lasted, and a 60-Ib. cau land. 


brouet all the papers. er: 
nexion with this proposal. M 
his criticism is that the pe 


ade for aie  ballasting of a 
‘tion of the line. i 


“2 Saul role of e y Sobre. the = 


: ve Peon nying ‘to prevent wasteful 
f aS 


ded. As I tiag said, it. 2 difficult 
hink that the engineers-in-chief who 
made the original estimate of cost be- 
lieved in their estimate. Does any man 
who possesses common sense and business 
knowledge think that over 1,000 miles of 
line could be builti for £4,000,000 and left 
- unballasted? The State authorities have 
each an efficient staff for the construction 
- of railways, and are in a position to con- 
_ struct lines for themselves, or to have them 
_. constructed for them by contractors, ac- 
a cording: to their individual policies. 
They have in their service men of great 
_ professional knowledge and experience, 
_ with reputations to lose. But the Com- 
‘monwealth, when this line was proposed, 
did not possess an engineering staff. I 
do not reflect on the engineering reputa- 
tion of Mr. Deane. He may have been 
competent when a younger man to carry 
yut a work of this character; but it was 
too big for him at the time of life when 
= he engaged on it. - 
Mr. McWiiuiams.—lt has been too big 
te. a ob for any one who has had anything 
os : to do with it. 
Mr. Larep Smiru.—The -Canadian- 
hs ‘Pacific railway was not too big a job for 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. —_No: but it was 


at engineers, and could, if it needed, go 
“into the market and get others. The 
- Commonwealth was not in a position to 
do that. It could not offer constant em- 
: ployment. ~The Governments of the 
States can attract first-class engineers to 
their service because they can promise 
permanent. employment, but all. that the 
— Commonwealth could offer was employ- 
- ment during the period in which the line 
would be under construction. Conse- 
quently, we could get only young, inex- 
rienced engineers, or wasters, and, as I 
ce said, we might as well have put up 


Sage what nts occurred is not sur- 


ons. . Bree | norable friend is play- : 


- construeted by a company that had a staff. 


, notice, “ Rubbish can be shot here.” 


the 


~ this as a reason for not carrying out ie 


‘ment to request the Commonwealth Go- 


tralia ; indeed, it must. have proved on 


im regard to the supply of sleepers, the 


prising. the ob was eos Sen 00 Me 


Deane. To construct such a length of | 
railway from both ends required an im- 
mense amount of preparation, which had 
not been completed when the work was 
started. No business concern would have 
commenced before it was ready, but a 
Government is always subject to pre 
sure, which depends largely on the 
condition of the labour market, — 
Commonwealth Government 
being specially pressed by the 
vernment of Western Australia, which 
had promised to connect its 


agreement does not carry much weight 
with me. 


Mr. Fownn: —It may be an exCUse, 
but not a reason. . 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. —The 
member is perfectly right. I 
when our finances will permit it would be 
good policy on the part of this Parlia- 


vernment to build the railway and leave . 


be recouped in time to come. Under - 
similar circumstances I would suesee 


regard to South anaes. The con- 
struction of this transcontinental ling 
must have meant the expenditure of some 
thing like £2,000,000 in Western Au 


of the most prosperous industries tha 
could possibly be started for the benefit 
of the State. It must be remembered th 
Western Australia made a splendid deal 


whole of which came from that State with _ 
the exception of a few from Tasmania. : 
Further, all the water that was necessary — 
in the work had’ to be paid for by the | 
Commonwealth. _ ee 
Mr. Herrmann.—That was not unex - 
pected. ee 
Mr. ARCHIBALD. 2 Onis SO 3 fue . 
think that, in regard to the water, the 
Commonwealth might have been given 
more generous terms; at any rate, I know 
that when I was Minister for Home 
Affairs I felt I was paying a very good. 
price. We were often told. that i in seas 


tralia were ‘ 


| Railways i 


a his railway the horas of South ee 
: ‘on the make” 
‘charge of that kind does not worry me, 
it would be interesting to look at the true 
position. The South Australian Govern- 


ment got no advantage from haulage over 


their lines, because all the material was 
sea-borne to Port Augusta, and the bene- 
fits were reaped by the shipping com- 
panies. The sole advantage, I suppose, 


gained by the South Australian Govern-_ 


ment was represented. by the passenger 
fares paid by the railway employees on 
their way between Adelaide and the line. 
Western “Australia, on the other hand, did 
remarkably well, and I think that now 


she ought to try to meet the Common- - 


wealth by the construction of the road re- 
ferred to as soon as possible. A great deal 
of bunkum has been talked about strategic 
railways by the honorable member for 
Cook and others. The only object that 
the honorable member mentioned.had, I 
take it, was to talk to the gallery, with a 


view to creating a big wage fund for the 


workers of New South Wales and other 
parts of the country. 


Mr. Manony.—Do you believe nets? 
soe for the workers? 


. ARCHIBALD.—No, I pakoee: in 
oh wages. If I had my way the trans- 
continental line would have been “con- 
structed on the butty-gang system, with 
the wages fixed between the Engineer- 
in-Chief, on the one hand, and the re- 
presentatives of the men on the other. 
It is a matter of no concern to us whether 
aman earns £5 or £10 a week, so long as 


he earns it; but there is a great differ- 
ence in the case of a man who is paid: 
£3 or £4 a week, and gives a return for 


only £1. My own opinion is that the 
workers of Australia, if they had a vote 
on the question, would be found to be 
in favour of the butty-gang system. 
_ When the conditions are such that a slow 
man can earn the standard rate of wage, 


it is highly desirable that, for instance, 


@ young married man, with a family, who 
is in his prime, should take every chance 
of earning a little extra. There is a great 
deal of talk about liberty nowadays, but 
I ask where it is in this connexion. A 
decent worker in the country can do no- 
_ thing for himself, but is called upon to do 


much for the benefit of a handful of 


wasters. Of~ course, the majority of 


our men are not wasters, but really good 
ie workers ; 


Indeed, T am sure that AY of 


_[REPRESENTATIVES ] 


our. responsible engineers Grote: say that 
three-fourths or nine-tenths of our men 


; but while a 


them there are wastirs) of whom they can- 
not get rid. I am by no means an adyo- 


_vantage of our real workers. 


duct of this enterprise, and it is amaz- 


- gineer-in- Chief performs the duties of the 


railway officer should not in any way 


are good workmen, but that. amongst ; 


cate of low wages, but I strongly object 
to the presence of wasters to the disad- 


There is no necessity for me to dears 
with the difficulties that were met with 
in this great undertaking of the trans- 
continental railway. It may be said, 
however, that never was a Government so 
heavily handicapped as the Common 
wealth Government has been in the con- 


ing to me that we have got through in 
the manner we have. We have to take 
into consideration the fact that we had 
the greatest “‘ messer’’ and most incom- 
petent man as Minister for Home Affairs 
that ever cursed an Australian Govern- 
ment. 


The Minister, by this Bill, asks ‘th 
House to sanction the appointment of 
Railways Commissioner, and I certainly 
think that this is a question that should 
be very carefully considered. We must 
have either a Commissioner or an Acting 
Commissioner, and at present the En 


latter office. I had something to do with 
his appointment, and, therefore, have a 
good idea of the reasons for it. There 
are very frequently conferences of Rail. 
ways Commissioners, traffic managers, en 
gineers-in-chief, and local engineers, and 
unless the Commonwealth has a Commis- 
sioner, or Acting Commissioner, our En- 
gineer-in-Chief will not be competent to 
sit in conference with the Railways Co 
missioners from other parts of Australia 
It will be agreed, I think, that our chie 


regarded as subordinate to the other ra 
way officers of Australia, and it was fo: 
that reason the Engineer-in-Chief was a 
pointed Acting Commissioner. I kno 
that in making these remarks I am strik 
ing pretty rough ground, because — *t 

Minister. for Works and Railways is 
credited with being a shrewd and oP 
business man. However, I do 
agree with his idea that we an 
not to create a new office of Rai . 
ways Commissioner. What work © w 
such an official have to do? > 
to Gaee a ened which we know = 


‘made atest Oodna- 


es 


ding another ‘railway that cannot be 
eee regarded from a purfely busi- 
When there are 


s is the case in ‘the States, it is necessary 
at there should be the best Railways 
oe ers sae, it is eee to oe 


‘very quickly save his Reaee On the other 
fi hand, if we pay 4 man £1,000 or £2, 000. 
and he is only a £300 a year man, as 
sometimes occurs in public affairs, ‘the 
case is very different. I cannot see any 
_ advantage in or any justification for ap- 
: - pointing a first class Railways Commis- 
sioner in the case of the transcontinental 
line, and I Suggest that the present En- 
gineer- -in-Chief, who is now doing the 
work, should be appointed as Com- 
missioner. We know that this gentleman 
one of the ablest chee in Aus- 


t he other Seeks in Australia IT should 
; ; but, at the same 


ebait Beslvaed Commissioners. 
pasate mentioning names, and leaving 
thonorable members to fill in the details 
themselves, we know that there have been 
eases of Railways Commissioners being de- 
aa rived of their -office for what was con- 
_ gidered the unsatisfactory conduct of the 
railways, and of their being succeeded by 
a real gold-edged official from England, 
Canada, Egypt, America, or elsewhere. 
The new man is shrewd, and when he 


comes out and looks round, he says 
himself, ‘‘ Well, I have got a 
for five or seven years, and 


I must. make hay while the sun shines; 
I must put up a record.’’ The first. 
thing he does is to reduce his repairs 
bill as much as he can. 
overnment, thati the railways are in a 
terrible condition, and that he-must have 
100 locomotives or the world will come to 
nd. He gets those new engines, and 
er akes a saving in his repair bill. He 


a and the Katherine, we shall only ‘be 


ing the game for some years, and I am 


assuming thatthe Northern Territory line 


have a line with two dead ends, 


take 


know the nature of the country through. 


He tells the. 


ment, Cansider what I have saved.’’ 
the termination of his engagement he < 


in to do the belated repairs, “and it 
things in order generally. Then the De 
partment resumes ati the old jog trot until 
the newspapers conclude that; iti is time 
to stir it up’ again, and get another 
foreigner imported. 1 have been watch- 


surprised that, Parliament and the Pea 
do not. see through it. 


As a result of my a ee A ‘rail- 
way management: in South Australia, 
have come to the conclusion that: the best 
railway commissioner is a traffic man, and 
if I were appointing a Commissioner, et 
would consider no one else. Railwa r 
management: is a shrewd business, and a 
Commissioner can always get expert ad 
vice from his engineers. So far as we 
can see the Commonwealth Commissionel 
will have only three railways to operate, 


If it is not, he will 
and if 
a business man were called in to ‘manage 
a job like that it would drive him mad 
We should not indulge in a lot of fire- 
works, because if we do the people will 
only be disappointed. © They will say 
although we eve. this wonderful 
Commissioner, he has not, improved the 
revenue. He cannot improve the pas 
toral country along the east-west line 
The Government will do well to appoin 
an Acting Commissioner, and until con 
ditions materially improve the Depart 
ment should be carried on very much as 
it is at present. When the construction 
of this line is completed, there should be a 
tremendous reduction of the staff, because 
we shall not require the same number ¢ 
men for ha the line as for building — 
it. eee 

In regard to revenue, members from 
Western Australia and South Ata 


will be completed. 


which the line will pass, and what may 
be expected from it. Honorable members 
may talk about the revenue not being 
satisfactory to commence with, but I be-. 
lieve that it will materially increase. I 
would not recommend the Government to 
look for any great results from oil wells 
which, we were told, are the product of — 
former sea forests, ‘but the Palwiy will” 


E he SD ecaake Oe opening’ ‘this connie 
ind that is one of the best. things we can 
do for Australia. If we can extend the 
railway from - Oodnadatta’ northwards, 
every additional 100 miles of railway we 
construct: will mean more stock: trains, 
and afford opportunities for new areas of 
pastoral country to be taken up. Develop- 
ment of that character would be of 
great. benefit to South Australia. All the 
leading pastoralists and graziers to whom 
a IT have spoken have urged the extension 
of the Oodnadatta line, so that. they may 
be able to shift their stock to South Aus-— 
tralia. Mr. Kidman, who is. recognised 
as one of the ablest and -shrewdest' men 
im the cattle industry, informed me that, 
at times, he has shifted stock nearly half- 
way across Australia in order to put: them 
on better country, and he had been well 
repaid for the expense. The pastoralists 
who will make money in future are those 
who have a certain amount of capital | 
to operate upon, and are able to shift. 
their stock when droughts and other 
causes necessitate that being done. The 
_ Nullabor Plain is good salt-bush country, 
_and sheep will do well on it. That coun- 

try can be profitably occuvied if it: -is 

worked in conjunction with station pro- 


i 


-_ perties in other parts of the country. 


_ The more country we can have occupied 
_ the more revenue there will be for the 
alae Honorable members need not! 
be pessimistic in regard to the revenue. It 
may be a long time before the railway is 
es but there is no reason why, in a 
_ few years, it should not. be a much better 
revenue earning proposition than it can 
be at present. 


soldiers along the railway? 


Mr. ARCHIBALD.—It is not a poor 
man’s countrv, and it would be of no use 
to place returned soldiers there, or for the 
yonorable member to recommend his Syd- 
ney friends to go upon this ead in the 
hope of making a pile. _ 


Another matter of considerable. impor- 
tance is the working conditions of the 
staff. There will be long stretches be- 
tween the stations, and there will be cer- 
tain devdts where engines will be 
changed. At. those depéts there will be 
“small aggregations of population. Natu- 
rally most of the staff will be anxious to 
be located ati Port. Augusta or Kalgoorlie, 
a wilt i aegis to ore meas 


think we shall be a ee 


“vantages of the sérvice. 


Mr. West.— Would you put returned 


‘Cockney Jew who, in the first i 
asks a tremendous lot for his - 
that the price will ultimately sta 


ern Australia were anxious thé 


the same policy in re 


regard to the conditions : 
at some of the smaller sta 


als of deans fotrine ofr every. 
or three mom tlie: ae the ‘poor ababy 


the CEO eae ide 


cupy “postions at. Port per: ae 


are- phdiced to stay in less ‘congenial sur | 
roundings, the: management will not — 
employing the ee method of dealing 


with its servants. ® 


The question aie tdssite eee 
raised by the ‘honorable memb 


Wakefield. The explanation 
classification is very mig seh 
Commonwealth was c¢ 

build a new pe ae 


bade to ihe: ‘engine- ee ue 
cleaners, , and to the feof men, Dice, : 


The conference took oe wae my 
ministration of the affairs of the’ Depar 
ment oe Home es alee Tt was oe 


soris of ae aan iow. in oe 
wages, evidently on the principle of 


ing by half; and it was essential 
some principle should be fixed. — 
vernments of South Australia ar 


wages should not be fixed by | 
monwealth Government that would at- 
tract, their employees. The Governme 

might have said, “ ‘There is the fixec 
of wages, take it or. leave is zed 
policy would have led to strainec 
ings. 1 believe in holding thes 

“ences. The Prime Minister s- 


n to say, ‘‘ We want 
if you do not like to 


ister lowers his Aieuite By apne eae 

ne of his officers to confer with any of 
= his staff for the purpose of coming to an 
understanding. It is another thing if he 
lows himself to become an animated 
‘rubber stamp, and to be practically dic- 
tated to by a trade organization, offi- 
ae or ae, es Bey rate, the 


; a would es Pe Sralar to the cece of 
sistesic railways, of which mention has 
been made during this debate. One could 
] ardly appeal to any military ‘officer of 
any standing without his pointing out 
he strategic reason for the building of 
the east-west railway. Mr. Fisher was 


_ strategic railways, and I am a strong = 
porter of them. I know that we can- 
not go into matters of this character dur- 
ing the life of this Parliament, but if the 

ar is over when the next Parliament 


important questions to be considered. 
‘The spending of money on arsenals will 
» useless until something is done in. this 
It would be impossible for a 


lay officer to move 40 ,000 troops and 


eir guns and equipment across Aus- 
tralia within a reasonable time 
th the breaks of gauge that now 


When Mr. Fisher was. Prime 


enh tho New South Male ie a 


ond ine Victorian system through 
By building 
<< “th it line we could move coaps and their | 
guns and equipment to Perth without 
having any break of gauge. _-Consider- 
able objection was raised to the (proposal. 
What would suit one State did not suit 
another. JI was inundated with requests 

om New South Wales that the line 
+s tould connect with. gh Hall; on 


The time 


e ae tor a hate: ae 
will come when the — Pe of Aus- 


4 trategie railways shale be considered 
: Cok: ae Scones) of various 


a “military railway solely, me h 
sidered it Alssee te be when 4 was 
jected. 


that the: eeehiceet sone was ‘hat it w 
be of no great, advantage from a oom 
cial point of view; but he said, 
make ay mistake about that.” 


its long hauls. It is panda: ena 
hauls that, are paying in America. The 
mistake in Australia is that we have no 
long hauls to the ports.”’ "This was a 
velation to me._ Looking at the matter : 


-piésed will be worth: considering from 
sgh ie a view. : 


“purposes ‘on “the ae sper 
Czar Nicholas, who ruled in Russia 


try. 
he proposed to have hei built, ie 10k 
a ruler and drew a straight line phe 


want the railway to go in curves all ov 
the place. I do not say that it 1 
sound policy to follow that principle | 
solutely. ~~ It would be tests insani 


Mr. Conabes ur eotcrados to he stra! 
gical railway connecting Port Augu: 
with Brisbane, wid Hay, and glance at t 
ty Re of ae has eee line will 


most direct route sable 


Mr. Ritey, ee about the r 
gauge ? eet 
Mr, ARCHIBALD. aye: gauge wi 
be the 4-ft. 84-in gauge. In abstr 
I am in os of the Se Austr ralie 
eee of 5 se 3 ins, 


one that-was given at a3 ume athe Bi 
authorizing the construction of the eas 
west railway was passed. It was shown 
that the advantage of the 4-ft 84-1: 
gauge was that it was the standard gauge 
of ie yeud: _ I know that se ar 


a ee eee “gauge, cwidie in Great 
nis: ‘the: case of the: ee West- 


i ia it was taken: up many years on ; 


he ground that it was considered to 


Z satisfactory. But what I wish to :; 
1 up to is this: Twenty years ago there — 
were about twenty different gauges in 


merica, and they have now been reduced 
to about three or four, while they are all 
_ gradually working down to the 4-ft. 8}-in. 
standard. Again, in the Argentine, 


_ there were seventeen different gauges, and _ 


these. are all being replaced by the 4-ft. 


84. “IDs, standard. All this shows that 


there is a tendency amongst railway 


“managers to adopt a uniform standard. es 


One of the obvious reasons for this step 
is that the rolling-stock is on a seta 
_ Mr. Archibald, 


war in ‘progress a ‘duplication 


can a be pa an in a I few week: 


usta ec is a ye ae good. ° 


not think that I need refer to any : 
matter at this stage. This is ver 
a Committee Bill, and there willl 
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